
Sudan sets op panel to counter exiles 

CAIRO (K) — Sudan's mHkary jmzta, lymwfl y ■ eating a foreign 
faitH— fc over the gB ccui l Mi of 23 oflken, has set up a h^h-powered 
to carter mipuuuif based abroad. Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) said Friday rn e nmHter me m bers tarimfcd the foreign, 

whr v fw —A — * *» rS »W«t hlttnal 

IritrfUiLf nrr M™* * *p"'* tw g *”■» Am tsaiimlg i e e would 

deal with what an «dl^i simonnceracnt d escr i bed as di storted facts and 
nanomm spread by “entmtentoccs" based abroad. This app e ar e d to refer 
to r riftrfm of tbc executions and the junta's policies fecaed to recent days 
by poHtkal gro up s and itbdi of the Sudan People’s Ubertkn Amy 
(SFLA), th* gov ernm ent in the soutb since 1983. The junta 

mwM (be officer* April 24 far their alleged part In a coop attempt ft 
cradled on the previous day. Mffltny refer Omar Hasan A1 Bashir later 
accused the rrfecte and party poHtidaafl ia fl>e north of mastinnhKfing (be 
Ud. Bashir ttnrif seized power in a coop last June, topping a dvffian 
gtnraacd whirii bad hi Its three years made Bttle progress in ending the 
limit Mhg drfl tear or solving economic problems. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1. 50 dirhams 


Lebanon (R) — 

- '^^feaBaafetid two Soviet-made 

• rodccte. at .northern 
Israel ; ?1iursday, toe Tsraeir- 
btt&j!LY 0 *ce of the Sooth radio 

Friday; The radio, 

: -TEtpjiy toe.-Souih Lebanon Army 
(SIAj^said there were no casual 
.J i^Se^or hraidi ofRcen visaing 
Kthefigtaje said tbe naccber of 
; rdtto^ittadra against Israeli set- 
’■) tJentoxfchad decreased com- 
. po^ed^sith previous yean.. - 

Militias clash 
, Inydatti Beirut 

(AP) — ShThe Muslim 
mifitiiwbacked by Syzia and Iran 
.. da^t^ Fxiday with ntacfeinc guns 
aadTocfcpt-propc Ded grenades' in 
nwtoBdrm, dose to where most 
-rf thc Westenj hostages are be- 
lieved held. The dash, which 
broke, dot at 3:1S a.m. (0015), 
easedoff five hoars later after the 
Synananny command in charge 
of security in Bemit's western 
sector sent foot. patrols to disen- 

- gage the combatants in the 
SJnyafc district. Police said four 

; pcoplc wcre wounded in the fire- 
fight between the pro-Iranian 
' Htzb oBah and the Syrian-backed 
^ AffiflI. T 

Soviet minister visits 
Syria, praises ties 

. DAMASCUS (R) — Soviet Pow- 
: of and ; Electrification Minister 
Yuri Sanynov arrived inSyria 
. Friday for ft week-long visit, the 
of&dal news agcncy SANA re- 
ported. 2lt said Semynov would 
djsais8t»mmeraar 
. cooperation with Syrian official _ 
following a visit, to Moscow last- 
week by President. HafeatAl 
Attad. Semynov, 'head of die: 
Soviet ode of the permanent' 
Syri^-Sovict technical ftod eco- 
■ nonitc rooperafiOii committee, 

' prais^ existing ties in an arrival 
statement. - 

Karamanlfs y 
elected Greek - 
president ■ 

ATHENS (R) — Elder statesman 
^ Constantine Karam&nlis, who ] 

* restated -democracy to Greeoe in ; 
197^-after seven years of diefar- ! 
torshsp, was dectedtoc country's " 

pre^MFriday.AltlKraghthc 
2pre»dencyis largelya ceremonial 
■posL jIje choice of Karamanfis, 
•83, war widely seen as streng- 
;tocnu^tfte new eoraervative" 
^government which took office ' 

• -with.' airazor-toin majority after | 
geceral xlections April 8. The. 
.'rnfing : conservative New Demo- 
;cr$qy party has 350 seats in the 
rSXHieat paahament but . Prime 
■IftAwr C on st an t in e Mftsatdris 

- -has' won the - support . o£ a single 
’centrist deputy . Karamanlis re- 

j;cwveA'i53 votes- on the second 

- baflot-wfaea .onfy an absolute' 
'majority was needed for victory. 

;ICRC resumes 
t 'Sudan relief Bights 

TSAJR0BI The Interna-; 

Jfooal Committer, of the Red i 
.Cross: flCRC). resumed relief 
Sights into southern Sudan Fri- 
day after a six-month gap. Do na- 
me Doff , coordinator of 1CRC - 
Tefic# ' operations - in southern 
Sadah^ said a_ twin-engined 
) BeedKTaft flew from Khartoum 
' to the govcnimcnt-held town of. 

1 ’Wan .Lin southwestern _ Sudan. 

1 At the same time, a Twin. .Otter 
1 flew from Likicboldo in nortb- 
s w este rn Kenya to the rebel-held 
i - town of Lei on the River Nile, he 
t told Rrnitm. 
t • i . 

J Israeli court 

i rejects settler bid 

* TEL AVIV. (RJ, — . An Jtaaefi 
t court Friday <fcRh a freah blow to 
f) JewfadxlsettkrS .who sparked an 
$ international row when they 
?• moved into a hospico io Jera- 
1* satetn’s Christiaii quarter. Israel 
ir Radbsalda&drict ccmzt r^hsed 
i> .to the settfeis appeal against ■ 
a an iubariin eviction notice, and 
H ordered them to pay 5^000 IwaeS 
$ shekels (52,500) m costal ' 


Pretoria, ANC achieve 
‘important breakthrough 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — The gov- 
ernment and the African Nation- 
al Congerss (ANC) announced 
Friday they made an '’important 
br eakthr ough** in agreeing to 
work to ge t her to end political 
violence in Sooth Africa. 

President F.W. de Klerk and 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela, 
looking relaxed after three days 
of talks, told a news conference 
they made major progress to- 
wards creating a normal political 
climate. 

They said such a climate would 
dear the way for bringing Macks 
into the national go v e rnme nt. 

- “t regard what is contained in 
this document as an important 
breakthrough in the peace pro- 
cess,*’ de Klerk said. 

The two sides also issued a 
joint comnuudqtre outlining steps 
' to end political violence and re- 
move remaining obstacles to full- 
scale constitutional negotiations. 

“The government and the 
ANC agree on a common com- 
mitment towards the resolution 
. of the existing dimale of violence 
and intimidation from whatever 
quarter as weD as a commitment 
to -stability and to a peaceful 
process of negotiations,” the 
joint statement said. 

It said a working group would 
report by May 21 on ways to 
overcome remaining obstacles to 
.the full-scale constitutional nego- 
tiations. 

De Klerk told the news con- 
ference no date bad been set for 
further talks between- the two 
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dismisses 

‘Mossad 


report 
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FmHallah links''— 
hofttages to prisoners 


sides. 

The two leaders said their talks 
bad been an important step for- 
ward. They praised each other's 
sincerity and determination to 
find a peaceful solution to South 
Africa's racial divisions. 

“I look to the future with 
confidence,** de Klerk said. 

Mandela said the most striking 
feature of the negotiations had 
been there “cordiality." 

“We have bad discussions on 
sensitive matters in a spirit of 
conciliation and understanding,” 
he said. 

The joint statement outlined 
five steps to be taken to try to 
settle remaining ANC demands 
for full-scale negotiations. 

They included: 

— Establishing the working 
group to handle practical matters; 

— Granting of temporary im- 
munity from prosecution for poli- 
tical offenses for selected top 
ANC officials; 

— A government review of 
existing security legislation; and 

— Establishing channels of 
communication between the two 
sides to halt violence. 

The declaration said the gov- 
ernment committed itself “to 
work towards the lifting of the 
state of emergency" — a key 
ANC demand. 

"In this context, the ANC will 
exert itself to fulfill the objective 
contained in the preamble," the 
communique said, referring to 
the statement on seeking a peace- 
ful climate. 


The state of emergency, in 
effect since June 1986, gives 
police sweeping powers of deten- 
tion. The black nationalist group 
says it is used by police to sup- 
press political activity and peace- 
ful dissent. 

The government says it wants to 
lift the e m ergency, but that it 
remains necessary to combat 
black faction fi ghting that has 
claimed more than 600 lives this 
year. 

The ANC also is seeking 
amnesty for its estimated 15,000 
exiles and the release of all pris- 
oners convicted of politically 
motivated crimes. 

So far, de Klerk has released 
some political activists convicted 
of acts that did not involve vio- 
lence and offered temporary im- 
munity to ANC officials involved 
in the talks. 

Legislation that could provide 
amnesty to exiles and prisoners is 
under consideration m parlia- 
ment. 

De Klerk also ordered the re- 
lease from prison of Mandela, 
who had been convicted of plan- 
ning ANC violence/ 

The government is demanding 
that the ANC renounce its largely 
ineffective guerrilla campaign. 

De Klerk is reluctant to grant 
outright pardon to ANC guerril- 
las accused or convicted of vio- 
lent attacks for fear of a white 
backlash. Many whites are un- 
happy with the government’s 
rapid reforms and still regard the 
ANC as a “terrorist” group. 


ful climate. ANC as a “tenons* grew 

Syria says Mubarak 
visit a promising start 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said expansionist schemes of h 


BEHUiFCR) — Lebanon’* moa* 
mffuential pro-Iianian leader said 
Friday the fatejjf the r emaining 
Western hostage* was finked to 
That-iojt Aral* - jailed m Israel. 


AMMAN — A sensor Jordanian 
official has categorically denied a 
report that at Jordanian military 
attache was arrested two months 
~ago and' sentenced last week for 
allegedly working for Israel’s 
secret service, Mossad. 

“There is no basis tor truth in 
the report," the official told the 
Jordan Times Thursday in refer- 
ence to a story which appeared in 
the. Arab Jerusalem-based 
Arabio-langnage daily A! Cuds 
Wednesday. 

-‘ The AI Qods report, which fol- 
lowed rumours bens that a senior , 
Armed Farces officer who was on 
assignment to the Foreign Minis- 
try was detained two months 
..back, quoted Jordanian security ' 
sources as saying that the alleged 
Mossad agent was' 'held 'after 
Egyptian intelligence tipped off 
its Jordanian counterpart. The 
. report did not mention the name , 
of . the alleged diplomat, but 
rumours had said that it was the 
i Jordanian military attache in 
I Pakistan/ 

_ The official, speaking to the 
Jordan Tones on condition of j 
anonymity, said iU-bealth was the 
reason for the return home of 1 
Brigadier Hamxeh Al Azab, | 
military attache at the Kingdom's j 
embassy in Islama b a d , Pakistan. ; 

“I am going bade (to Pakistan) 
in- about two days,** said Azab, 
son of the framer mufti of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. "I 
came here one visit,” Azab, who 
is from the southern town of 
Ma'an, told the Jordan Times 
Friday. 

Azab described the motive of 
the rumour and the Al Quds 
report a* “an attempt to cause 
division and sow efismist within 
the Armed Forces.” 

Rumours that a senior military 
attache was suspected of working 
as an agent for Mossad were 
- drculatingin Jordanian efrdestor 
own 1 two weeks and some ver- 
sons of it had said that Egyptian 
inteHigeDce had uncovered the 
.'‘operative" za d alerted Jorda- 
nian security forces. 

As it turned out, these rumours 
were started by an unidentified. 
Jordanian who is currently bang 
detained 'and questioned by 
?po6«; other sources said. . 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
Friday that Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak's visit produced a 
promising start on rebuilding 
Arab unity, but no miracles. 

“Maybe the summit and (too) 
many things to do, but the found- 
ation stone was re-set,” com- 
mented the building party news- 
paper Al Baath. 

"The Damascus summit, even 
if it did not perform miracles, 
opened the way for Arab solidar- 
ity. Maybe it put an end to the 
state of collapse and weakness 
caused by contradictory Arab 
positions/' 

Mubarak’s visit to Damascus 
Wednesday and Thursday was 
tiie first by an Egyptian leader in 
13 yean and sealed a rift that 
resulted from tbc late Anwar 
Sadat’s treaty with Israel. 

But Mubarak could not per- 
suade President Hafez Al Assad 
to end his long-standing quarrel 
with Iraq, 

Al Baath said the summit had 
undoubtedly ended an era of 
division and would help the Arab 
world counter what it called the 


expansionist schemes of Israeli 
prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

“It win no doubt constitute an 
ead to a previous state and a 
starting point for a new era for 
fruitful Arab action that will 
overcome all the problems which 
allow Shamir to announce his 
expansionist intentions.” 

The government newspaper 
Tishreen attacked the United 
Satets for failing to take any 
serious initiative to restore Azab 
rights or put any serious pressure 
on Israel. 

“The United States will con- 
tinue its negative stand as long as 
Arabs remain fractured,” it said. 

"From this point of view, the 
Syria-Egypt meeting was a turn- 
ing point in unifying Arab effort. 
It was a promising meeting on 
more than one level. It is the start 
of a new Arab effort.” 

The English-language daily 
Syria Tunes said that “Syrian- 
Egyptian cooperation is the be- 
ginning and herald of events 
which the Arab World will wel- 
come." 


Baker seeks to shift Soviet 
stand on Germany 

BONN (AP) — U.S. Secretary of Shevardnadze and Baker were 

State James Baker tried Friday to in Bonn for talks Saturday with 
persuade the Soviet Union that the foreign mini s ter s of both Ger- 
membership by a United Ger- manys, Britain and France to 
many in the North Atlantic Trca- discuss one of the trickiest obsta- 
ty Organisation (NATO) would des to creating a united Germany 
not upset the delicate East- West — figuring out how to keep it 
balance of power in Europe. from disrupting European stabQ- 
But Soviet Foreign Minister ity. 

Eduard Shevardnadze, while West German C han c ello r Hd- 
pleased by U.S. plans to cancel mat Kohl held separate talks with 
new short-range nuclear missile Shevardnadze and Baker Friday, 
deployments in West Germany, No details of what was dwra tt sed 
reiterated Moscow’s opposition at either session were innnedkte- 
to such a move. ly available. 

“We consider a unified Ger- Baker has said Germany's 
many as an important factor of NATO membership is not a ded- 
staMity and peace ia Europe,” son for the Soviets to make, rind 
Shevardnadze said at the start of that it is up to the 16 Western 
two days of talks on German allies to decade, 
unification. “For such a giant to But be hopes to persuade the 
belong to one bloc, one Soviet foreign minister that the 
alliance.:, wifi not create coodi- powerful nation to emerge from 
tions of stability. '* uniting East and West Germany 

The Soviets have called for a wifi not men ace neighbours that 
neutral Germany, but the NATO lost millions of people at the 
foreign miniates, meeting in Bros- hands of the Nazis, 
sels, Belgium, Thursday, said Baker also hopes to overcome 
they remain in favour of a angle the problems slowing down uego- 
Gennan state bdoneme to the tiations in Vi enna , Austria, on a 
Western alliance. treaty to reduce the numbers of 

The NATO officials, however, troops, tanks, artifleiy and other 
offered several compromises to conventional, or iron-nuclear, 
the Soviets, saying a united Ger- forces in Europe, 
many should not have any che- The main obstacles are which 
mi mi of nuclear weapons and airplanes and hd k^t K ii to hunt 
that Soviet troops could remain in and questions about methods erf 
what is now East Germany for verifying co mpliance with the 
several years. treaty. 



Israelis demolish three 
homes in West Bank 


Prince Abdallah 

Saudi 
crown 
prince 
to visit 
soon 

By Sabmeh Ne’matt 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdallah Ben Abdul Ariz is doe 
here tiiis week on an official visit 
to discuss the holding of an Arab 
summit conference and expected 
Saudi financial aid to Jordan, 
according to official sources. 

Tbc sources told the Jordan 
Times that Prince AbdbUab, who 
wifi also visit Cairo, Baghdad and 
Damascus, “will be on a bid 
for Arab reconciliation - that 
would pave the way for a success- 
ful 

The 

bead* • Argb refcoOcrbatton 
committee sincfc l985 , has played 
a major role in a t t e mpts to 
achieve Iraqi-Syrian reconcilia- 
tion, and had earlier achieved 
success in Jordaman-Syrian re- 
cpndtiation. 

Saudi King Fahd also spon- 
sored Algerian-Moroccan recon- 
ciliation after arranging a border 
meeting between President Ghad- 
li Benjedid of Algeria and King 
Hassan of Morocco. Following 
the meeting the two countries 
restored diplomatic relations in 
1987. 

According to the sources. 
Prince Abdallah’s tour is a signal 
that Riyadh is prepared to folly 
put its weight behind the summit 
which is proposed to be held in 
Baghdad before the ead Of this 
month. 

The summi t agenda would in- 
clude the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, threats from Soviet- Jewish 
immigration, and tile Lebanese 
crisis, in addition to changes 
sweeping' Eastern Europe. 

The sources said the Jordanian 
government also “pins hopes on 
receiving Saudi financial aid dur- 
ing Prince Abdullah's visit as 
promised last month." 

Prince Abdallah’s visit was 
scheduled following talks in Saudi 
Arabia last mpnth between His 
Majesty King Hussein and King 
Fahd. The talks were described as 
“extremely positive." 

.Official sour ces confirmed last 
month that Saudi Arabia had 
agreed “in principle” to extend 
fin ancial support to Jordan bat 
Amman has not received any 
Saudi aids this year. 

The sources said that so far the 
government had received only 6 J 
per cent of the total Arab aid of 
$360 million projected in the 1990 
national budget 
The gov ern ment has expressed 
confidence that it will eventually 
get the expected aid, but financial 
sources fear that a further delay 
in receiving financial s up po rt 

could result m complications for 
tiie Kingdom in servicing its fore- 
ign debt and implementing pro- 
jects in line with the structural 
adjustment programme worked 
out with the International Monet- 
ary Fund. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
l a unch ed a tough austerity prog- 
ramme last Mexxh which entailed 
c u t ting public expenditure to a 
minimum, particularly current 
spending of nsmstries and gov- 
ernment departments. 

Last month, Jordanian and bar 
qi officials co nfirmed that an 
agreement was readied in 
principle between' Amman, 
.Baghdad and Riyadh on a project 
to fink an Iraqi oQ pipeline run- 
ning through Saudi territory with 
a Saudi pipeline (Tapfine) wtodt 
pumps ou to Jordan. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops over- 
night demolished at least t hr e e 
Palestinian homes in the occupied 
West Bank, reports said Friday. 

Troops also shot and critically 
wounded a wanted Palestinian 
activist Friday in disputed cir- 
ta i i nstances 

Israeli sources said troops saw 
Nasr Abu Hamed, 19, in a mos- 
que in the Al Amari refugee 
camp and shot him outside the 
building when be tried to flee. 

Palestinian sources quoted a 
witness as saying troops pursued 
him into a house in the camp, 
threw him to the floor and shot 
him several times in the bead. 

Official sources said in a state- 
ment that Abu Hamed has armed 
and was shot in a dash with 
soldiers. 

They said Abu Hamed was 
suspected of killing six Arabs 
accused of collaborating with 
Israel, one was former AJ Amari 
head man Zuher Al Ajel, who 
died Monday after a masked 
Palestinian had shot him in the 
head five times the day before. 

Palestinians Tstarfi forces 
had been hunting Abu Hamed, 
bead of an underground group 
known as the Masked Lions, 
since the start of tiie 28-mohth- 
old P alestinian u prisin g. 

• Troops Friday arrested three 
other members of the Masked 
Lions. 


Soldiers ordered residents into 
their homes and declared the area 
a dosed militry zone, off limits to 
reporters. 

Troops overnight demolished 
the home of Raimi Obeideb and 
sealed the house of Mohammad 
Jaideh, both A 1 Amari residents 
accused of killing suspected Arab 
collaborators. 

In nearby Betunia the military 
dynamited the home of 
Mahmoud Al Louzi, also arrested 
in February on suspicion of kill- 
ing accused collaborators, a wit- 
ness said. 

In Ramallah, at least three 
stone-throwing students were 
wounded in dashes with troops. 
One was shot in tiie leg by live 
ammunition and two were hit by 
rubber bullets, local hospital staff 
said. 

Some 120,000 people in Nablus 
and neighbouring refugee camps 
remained under a curfew im- 
posed Thursday to prevent pro- 
tests as rightist Israelis dedicated 
a new scripture scroll at a shrine 
in the heart of tiie city. 

Peace activists and left-wing 
politicians said tiie ceremony was* 
a provocation signalling plans for 
a new Jewish settlement in the 
heart of Nablus. 

Knesset (parliament) Speaker 
Dev Shilansky, a member of the 
hardline Likud party, chanted 
with a Torah scroll in his arms. 
He ignored reporters who asked 


him whether it was fair that 
thousands were confined ro their 
homes for the sake of the event. 

Rehavam Zeevy, a parlia- 
mentarian from the right-wing 
Moledet Party, denied the cere- 
mony was provocative. - 

Only 100 religious people, 20 
peace activists staging a protest 
vigil and a handful of local and 
foreign journalists were allowed 
to enter the area. But peace 
activists said Israeli forces 
allowed ISO Jewish settlers to 
attend. 

A Nablus resident writing in 
the daily Hadashot under the 
name Abu Fulan said: “We all 
know how the settlements begin. 
They begin with a Torah scroll. If 
you don’t took closely suddenly 
there is a settlement there.” 

In Washington, Jerusalem's 
Israeli mayor, Teddy Kollek, met 
with President George Bush 
Thursday and said afterward he 
was convinced Bush “has no 
objection to Jews settling all over 
Jerusalem without any excep- 
tion.” 

KoDek said he explained to 
Bush that tiie occupied city would 
like to, get its “proportional 
share” of immigrants, from the 
Soviet Union or elsewhere. 

“I assured Him that... we had 
not changed the frontier of Jeru- 
salem since *87 by a single inch,” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabin bounces back to political 
limelight with edge over Shamir 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — For- 
mer Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin of the Labour Party would 
defeat Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir of the Likud bloc by a 
margin of 2-1 if Israel’s leader 
was chosen in direct elections, a 
poll published Friday indicated. 

The poll came a day after 
Rabin fired tiie opening round in 
what is expected to start a cam- 
paign to topple Labour leader 
Shimon Peres, who has been 
weakened by his failure to form a 
ruling coalition. 

Rabin strongly hinted that if 
the left-leaning Labour Party en- 
ded up in toe opposition, be 
would run against Peres to lead 
the party into the next elections. 

In the opposition, party mem- 
bers would have a chance to 
renew their leadership, Rabin 
said. “I believe that then the 
members of the party will choose 
those who they believe can 
achieve better results in the elec- 
tion,” he said in an interview on 


Israel Television. 

When asked whether he was 
one of toe candidates for lead- 
ership, Rabin said: “Certainly, 
one of. them." 

Calls for ousting Peres were 
also echoed by other Labour Par- 
ty members. 

“I think there is a need for 
Rabin to replace Peres,” said 
Labour legislator Mordechai Gar 
on army radio. “I just don’t know 
if technically it could happen." 

Uzi Baram, another Labour 
Party member, also said that if 
tiie party held primaries while in 
opposition he too would vote for 
Raimi. 

“Now Peres is against Rabin 
and I don't think Peres can lead 
the party in the future,” he said. 

Peres, meanwhile, downplayed 
any campaign to topple him from 
party leadership saying “there are 
always threats.” 

“I am used to them every so 
often. As for failure, it depends 
what you call failure/' Peres said 


in an interview on Israel Radio. 

The political horsetrading that 
characterised Peres' attempt to 
form a coalition set off a move- 
ment for electoral reform 
throughout the country. 

On the other hand, Rabin’s 
iron-fist policy on the uprising as 
defence minister won him wide- 
spread popularity. 

Shamir has bear trying to form 
a government since being given 
toe mandate last week from Pres- 
ident Chaim Herzog when Peres 
failed in the task. 

Shamir's 15- month -old cabinet 
fell last month over Likud's refus- 
al to acoept a U.S. formula for 
arranging Israeli-Palestinian talks 
in Cairo. 

Rabin, who advocates reestab- 
lishing a Likud-Labour govern- 
ment, said that he would call for 
political reform and direct elec- 
tions Of the prime minister is no 
unity government could be 
'formed. 


Latvian parliament votes to 
declare republic independent 


RIGA (Agencies) — The Latvian 
parliament voted Friday to de- 
clare Latvia “an independent 
democratic republic " the first 
stage down the road to its plan- 
ned full independence from tiie 
Soviet Union. 

Deputies voted 138 for with 
none against, but there was one 
abstention and 57 deputies 
boycotted the vote. 

Under a complex formula, the 
declaration restored the core of 
the 1922 constitution of the then 
independent Latvia, while leav- 
ing much of toe Soviet criminal 
code in place until a new consti- 
tmon is p re p ar ed. 

Latvia’s ruters hope this for- 
mulation wifi help the republic 
avoid the fate of neighbouring 
Lithuania, blockaded by Moscow 
after it declared full, immediate 
independence March 11. 

The Latvian declaration, citing 
the 1922 constitution’s fust arti- 
cle, said “Latvia is an indepen- 
dent demoatic republic.*’ 

Latvia was forcibly absorbed 
into tire Soviet Union in 1940 
along with its Baltic neighbours 
Lithuania and Estonia. 

Just before toe vote, Latvian 
deputy Mavriks Volfcon told par- 
liament: “Latvia has waited for 
tins declaration for 50 yean../ 
Latvia ia impatient." f- 
■ The deputies also voted to drop 
the words “Soviet Socialist” from 
tiie republic's name; malting it 
simply “tire Republic of Latvia.” 

Two deputies walked out of the 
session during the vote, including 
Alfreds Rubiks, Latvia’s Com- 


munist Party chief. He earlier had 
said there would be demonstra- 
tions and strikes by non-Latvians 
who oppose independence if the 
measure passed. 

As the time for the vote 
approached, young girls in gold 
headbands and bright pink skirts 
sang Latvian folk songs outside 
the Supreme Soviet budding. De- 
monstrators held red and white 
Latvian Bags. 

The bill, proposed by toe Lat- 
vian People’s Front that domin- 
ates the parliament, proclaims 
tiie beginning of an unspecified 
period of transition to frill inde- 
pendence. In the interim, the 
draft provides for negotiations 
with Moscow. 

Estonia has taken a similar 
step. 

Members of Latvia’s opposi- 
tion complained they were not 
given enough time to study the 
declaration. Others said Moscow 
would respond with heavy press- 
ure to rescind toe measure. 

Rubiks said his constitutents 
oppose toe declaration. 

“They will express themselves 
in mass demonstrations and poli- 
tical strikes in all toe cities” if the 
measure passes, he said. They 
also would ask Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to impose 
presidential rule, be said. 

Rubiks instead-urged a popular 
deferendum on secession. ' 

Other speakers, however, said 
the declaration was tiie only way 
to avoid demog raphi c disaster for 
Latvians, who are dose to be- 
coming a minority on their own 


territory. 

“This is our last possibility to 
survive, and we are going to take 
advantage of it. That is why we 
demand independence/.’ writer 
Albeits Bels said. 

In Moscow, Alexander Yakov- 
lyev, a senior aide to Gorbachev, 
reaffirmed Friday that the 
Lithuanians would have at least 
to freeze their independence dec- 
laration before talks could begin 
with the Kremlin. 

“If the Lithuanian leadership 
in some form either rescinds or 
suspends or declares inactive for 
a period of consultations its dec- 
laration of independence, all the 
possibilities exist for toe starting 
of consultations and constructive 
dialogue/’ he told a news confer- 
ence. 

Yakovlyev insisted Moscow 
was offering a “simple way out" 
of the situation. “You freeze your 
widely-proclaimed declaration 
and let’s talk," he said. 

However, Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Vytautas Landsbergis said 
this week the republic was pre- 
pared to negotiate everything ex- 
cept the declaration itself. 

In a sign of Lithuania’s worsen- 
ing situation, the republic’s gov- 
ernment has restricted to 500 
roubles ($800) toe amount de- 
positors can withdraw each 
month from the bank, the inde- 
pendent news agency Interfax 
said. 

The Lithuanian parliament was 
meeting to discuss the rehabilita- 
tion of those convicted of political 
crimes under dictator Josef Stalin. 
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Velayati calls for reciprocal 
step by West over hostages 


HELSINKI (AP) — Iranian Foreign Minister All 
Akbar Velayati said Friday that Iran will not work 
to free more Western hostages until Israel releases 
hundreds of imprisoned Lebanese. 


Velayati demanded that the 
United States and Britain put 
pressure on the Israelis and re- 
ciprocate the recent release of 
two American hostages. 

There are six Americans and 
four Britons among the 16 West- 
ern kidnap victims still missing in 
Lebanon. The others are one 
Italian, one Irishman, two West 
Germans and two Swiss. 

Ending a two-day official visit 
to Finland, Velayati said Israel 
must free “several hundred 
Lebanese hostages" before any 
steps are taken to free any of the 
16 remaining hostages seized in 
Lebanon, who are believed held 
by pro-Iranian groups. 

“The other side has to take 
practical steps ... to influence 
Israel and the Falangists." he 
said, referring to a Christian 
Lebanese group once allied with 
Israel. 

“Especially the United States 
and Britain can persuade Israel to 
release these abducted people," 
Velayati said at a news confer- 
ence. 

“That is the expectation of the 
Lebanese groups. They have said 
they have taken the first step and 
now it is the turn of the other side 
to show its goodwill. We are 
waiting for the practical steps,” 
he said. 

Tuesday. Israeli officials 
offered to free Arab prisoners in 
exchange for three Israelis held 
captive in Lebanon, but indicated 
they would not make a deal for 
Western hostages alone. 

U.S. President George Bosh 
had said the day before that be 
had “certainly no objection" to 
Israel freeing some of the 
thousands of prisoners it holds as 
a goodwill gesture suggested by a 
Tehran newspaper. 

More than 300 Arab prisoners 
are held by the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) at 
Ai Khiam just north of the 
Israeli-Lebanese border. 

Most of the Al Khiam inmates 
are Shi'ite Muslims. The best- 


known is Jawad Kaswi, captured 
in 1988. 

In addition, Israel holds more 
than 5,000 Palestinians detained 
during the 28-month uprising 
against Israeli rule in the occu- 
pied territories. About 1,300 are 
being held without trial in the 
Ketziot Prison located in the 
Negev Desert. 

The most prominent prisoner 
Israel holds is Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid, a Shi'ite Muslim 
cleric belonging to Hizbollah. 
Israel captured Obeid and two 
assistants on July 28. 

Velayati said the Western hos- 
tages are not in “the hands of the 
Iranians” and that Iran had to 
persuade die Lebanese groups to 
release Robert PohSl and Frank 
Reed. 

“Of course, we played a key 
role, but we worked over 
months," he added. 

Reed, released Monday from 
42 months in captivity, was on his 
way to the United States Friday. 
Polhill was released on April 22 
after being held 39 months. 

Velayati said “no deals had 
been done” for the release of the 
two Americans, and said that 
Iran had not been involved in any 
talks with the United States. 

On Thursday. Iranian Presi- 
dent Hashenri Rafsanjam said 
Iran was not interested in restor- 
ing ties with the United States, 
though he acknowledged the 
appreciation Bush had expressed 
to Iran and Syria for their help. 

At a news conference in 
Washington, Bush said he was 
unwilling to make any concilia- 
tory gestures toward Iran at this 
time. 

Velayati said Iran would hold 
talks with Britain — as suggested 
by British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd Thursday — if the 
British government shows “re- 
spect for Islam and Muslims.** 

Velayati said that the main 
reason for severed relations be- 
tween Iran and Britain “was the 
support of the government of 


f GRATITUDE \ 

The Tawil arid Marji families and their relatives renew the 
public expression of the gratitude and loyalty to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

for all his kindness and overwhelming audience His- 
Majesty accorded to their son Dr. Peter Tawil and to 
professor Dr. Hulger Basse as he bestowed on them 
the istiklal Medal. 

And pray to the Lord to save His Majesty the asset of his r 
^ Jordanian family and the Arab Nation. 
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Britain for ISh'ti 5 " 1 Rushdie.** 

In February 1989. the late Isla- 
mic spiritual leader Ayatollah 
RuhoHah Khomeini condemned 
British author Salman Rushdie 
for blasphemy a pintf Islam in his 
book the Satanic Verses. 

'This death sentence still 
stands because it is based cm 
Islamic Laws,” Velayati said. 

F innish Foreign Minister Perth 
Paasio said the Rushdie affair 
hurt bilateral relations but would 
-not affect trade ties. The two 
countries signed a joint agree- 
ment on economic, industrial and 
technological cooperation Friday. 

Meanwhile Reed criticised the 
British government Friday be- 
cause of the continued captivity 
in Lebanon of two British 
citizens. 

“They are my best mates, those 
guys, we're going to get them 
out,” Reed said of Brian Keenan 
and John McCarthy, shortly be- 
fore he left the U.S. Air Force 
Hospital in Wiesbaden to begin, 
his journey back to the United 
’States. 

Asked if he thought the British 
govern m ent should do more to 
win the release of McCarthy and 
Keenan, Reed replied: “You bet 
they should be.” 

Reed, 57, said Wednesday he 
had spent much of his 42 months 
of captivity in the company of 
McCarthy and Keenan. - 

Reed said he was held with two 
Americans as well — Terry 
Anderson, chief Middle East cor- 
respondent of the Associated 
Press and the longest-held hos- 
tage, and educator Thomas 
Sutherland. 

Reed has said repeatedly since 
his release Monday that he is 
angry that people be was held 
with are not yet out. and that he 
will work to help win their free- 
dom. 

He told reporters he would be 
meeting with relatives of Keenan 
and McCarthy in Washington. 

Reed spoke briefly to reporters 
shortly after emerging from the 
Wiesbaden hospital, where he 
had been undergoing medical 
tests and debriefings by a special 
U.S. State Department team 
seeking dues about Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon. 

The thin, pale Reed, wearing 
grey trousers and a polo shirt, 
boarded a military van along with 
his family that took them to the 
Wiesbaden Air Base. 

Reed lost 27 kilograms in cap- 
tivity during which he was kept 
blindfolded and bound, but is 
otherwise In basically sound 
health, doctors have said. 

The founder of a private school 
in Beirut, Reed was the second 
American hostage to be freed in 
nine days. Robert Polhill, freed 
on April 22, went through the 
same battery of medical tests and 
questioning last week. 

Anderson was kidnapped on 
March 16, 1985, Sutherland was 
seized on June 9, 1985. Keenan 
was abducted on April 11, 1986. 
and McCarthy was kidnapped six 
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days later. 

Prime Minister M ar S ar et 
Thatcher, under pre ssure to se- 
cure the release of British hos- 
tages, Thursday welcomed Syria’s 
and Iran’s role in obtaining free- 
dom for two U.S. captives but 
said Britain will make no deal 
with hostage- takers. 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie, whose special en- 
voy Terry Waite is a hostage, and 
families of other captives 
appealed to the government to 
open direct negotiations with 
Iran. 

“I don’t rule it out if it were 
dear that it was going to produce 
success.” Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hard said in a BBC-TV 
interview from Brussels. 

Thatcher told the House of 
Commons the absence of di- 
plomatic relations with Iran ami 
Syria was an obstacle but she said 
Britain was using “diplomatic 
contacts and pressure” to try to 
win the hostages’ release. 

“Obviously we very much want 
to get our hostages out — and 
every day we’re trying to -do 
something to that end,” she said. 

“We shall continue to try 
through our contacts ... to do 
everything possible to bring ab- 
out the release of the hostages, 
about whom we are very con- 
cerned.” 

Akhundzadeh Basti, Iran’s for- 1 
mer charge d'affairs in Britain, 
told the London-based newsletter 
Mideast Minor Thursday that a 
visit by British members of parlia- 
ment to Tehran, followed by a 
review of their position on Rush- 
die, could help win Iranian assist- 
ance in freeing the British bos- 


4 new 
ministers 
named in 
Cyprus 
government 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus Presi- 
dent George Vassfliau has named 
four new ministers in his first 
cabinet shakeup since he took 
office in February 1988. 

Chiistoforos Christofides, a de- 
ntist from Larnaca and former 
member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, is the new minister of 
education replacing Andreas Fhi- 
Bppou. 

Larnaca .lawyer Nicos 
Papaioannou replaces Christ- 
odoulos Guysanthou as minister 
of justice. 

Pavlos Savides, a shipping 
company manager from Limas- 
sol, takes tiie Ministry of Com- 
munications and Works from 
Nakos Protopapas. 

Iacovos Aristidou, director- 
general of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and former bead of the gov- 
ernment planning .bureau, be- 
comes minister of labour and 
social insurance. He succeeds 
Takis Christofides who resigned 
last month. 

They were being sworn in Fri- 
day. 

Vassilkjn, who announced the 
changes Thursday, is a non-party , 
figure who was elected with 
broad support, including the 
Communist Party. His ministers 
are technocrats without active 
party ties. 

The government controls the 
southern two-thirds of the island, 
which has been divided into 
Greek-Cypriot and Turkish- 
Cypriot sectors since a Turkish 
invasion in 1975 prompted by a 
coup in Nicosia. The breakaway 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus is recognised only by Tur- 
key- 


Security Council urged [”* 
to make sure Israel 
respects human rights. ■£■ 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A .tiens should “establish a median- « 1 
Palestinian spokesman has told .ton** to monitor human rights 
the Security Council it had a duty violations in the occupied tern- 
to make sure Israel respected its, /tones at dose rapge. 
international obligations and not / Waiting for a government to be 
repeatedly postpone action critic- / established iu Israel seemed to.be - 


Fateh leader gets life sentence In Israel 

TEL AVIV- (R) — An Israeli 
commander of a PLO guerrilla rant fra hfe 
The explosions in Tel Aviv suburbs 
a carand a braiding but caused no 

Yosef, 33, from Zawaya village m tire oojpted l Westgfe^ 

pleaded gufity to 24 diarges, incta«fing uwlvOTennn^J^^i 

fdozen braS plots. Ywrffost a h^d aodan^e 

euiltv to kilting a Palestinian shoe seller m the We st Ban k^if <rf 
Hebron. Lawyers for Levinger 

the ori ginal charge of manslaughter, wluchcould caay^rafo 

^tapriso^to tetesSr Cbaige of 
negligence. 

Stroke: A growing concern In S. Arabia . 

WINSTON-SALEM, North Carolina LAP) 

who abandoned their traditional, nomadic ' 

one have increased their risk of strokes, a 

James F. Tool e, a neurologist at 

Medicine, said strokes were not a problem for the Sarahs until the 
past 30 years. Until them, the Middle Eastera nafion was a 
country of nomads who moved abora the desert raramei 
caravans. But with the discovery of oil m the 1950s came some of 
the most modern cities in the world — wa ^ 

of life more conducive to strokes. Many Western 
associated with stress, which is a. contributing factor nr highMood ; 
pressure and heart disease. And most Sarahs, he swd, simptydfc, 
not believe that anything could be done to prevent or afleviate the. 
curses of old age;, including strokes. “Generally, when sorraxmq- 
gets old, they ignore the disease,” Toole said. ‘ Js^neonetoda- ; 
stroke, they said that the person was struck by the braid of Gog-,., 
They are just now turning on to the idea of prevMcmtiy^ 
main te nance of patients over 65.** -As one" of several 
lecturers at a recent symposium at Riyadh Anned.Foroes: 
Hospital, Toole spoke to Saudi doctors about strokes arid 
prevent them. Strokes are caused - when the flow of Wood -to part" 
of the brain is blocked, causing that part of the brain to die. y 

Hashish discovered at Beriut airport 

BEIRUT /AP) — Authorities at Beirut airport said they busted . 
170 kilogrammes of hashish destined for Frankfurt shortly before 
shipment Thursday. They said the cargo was concealed in wooden; 
boxes marked as books. “The hashish was discovered when & 
customs employee opened one of the boxes shortly before it was 
to be fair*" on board the plane,” a terse police repo rt .oh . 
arrests said. “Several people were arrested unme<fiatelyaftor the? 
discov ery of the shipment,” the statement said; The name of the 
■dri pping agent and those arrested were not released.. A polioe 
spokesman «aid the Frankfurt-bound hashish was valued : at about; 
$85,000 but refused to give further details on the inddert.l%ilrif 
Lebanon’s Christian sector are believed the traditional shipping 
point for most hashish from Lebanon, but a three month battle for' 
control of the Christian enclave has severely disrupted maritime 
traffic. ..... - -vi. 1 . 

Two Israelis Jailed in Cyprus^ 

LARNACA (AP) — Two' Israelis already serving a two-year, 
prison term for a series of local burglaries were sentence*! to aa^ 
additional 12 months Thursday for stealing jewellery worth 1^60 . 
pounds ($3,000) from a Cypriot woman. The two, who police said; 
were Soviet Jews who Had recently emigrated to Israel, wc^e 
named in court as Anatoli Boris Pesiasov, 32, and Natik Yiasiaev, 
22. The police prosecution said the- two embarked on a series of 
burglaries and thefts while on holiday in this tourist resort dtjrJi 
The two had previously appeared m court last mooth- The 
sentences will nm concurrently. ’ .'•? • 

Chad claims rebel convoy destroyed j! 

N’DJAMENA, Chad (AP) — The army high command lira - 
reported that its forces destroyed a convoy of Libyan-backed '■ 
Is la mi c Legion rebels on the Sudanese border. The engagement \ 
Wednesday claimed the lives of 32 guerrillas and 57 rebels' were ; _■ 
taken prisoner, the high command said Thursday in a comrnnni- ■ 
que. - 


al of the Jewish state. . i 

Zohdi Labib Terri, representa- 
tive of the Palestine obserfar 
mission, was addressing the sixth 
session of a debate initiated on 
March 15 following Arab fears 
that Moscow’s emigration poli- 
cies could result in thousands of 
Jewish settlers in tire Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories. 

Arab states want Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip declared illegal and demand 
that all nations, particularly the 
United States, stop providing 
Israel with aid that could be used 
to settle immigr ants in the terri- 
tories. 

Diplomats said everyone was 
waiting for Washington, which 
prefers not to have any resolu- 
tion, to deckle whether to enter 
negotiations on a final document 
or veto whatever draft may be put 
to a vote. 

Terzi also said the United Na- 


“drugging” die council in ex- 
amining a draft resolution that 
“had been going around for 
weeks,” be said. 

Greece and Egypt also used 
Thursday's debate to condemn 
other Israeli actions, mdndmg 
the government’s support for 
Jewish settlers wbo moved into.a 
b uilding jo the Christian Quarter 
of Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Egyptian ambassador Amre 
Moussa made a special idea to 
Israel to put an “raid to its prac- 
tices against Palestinians” and sit 
down and negotiate. 

There must.be a move away 
from “st e reot y ped thinking, ” be 
said. 

Representatives from Romania 
and Turkey as well all speakers 
during previous sessions said Jew- 
ish settlements in the occupied 
territories violated international 
law. 


Kabul lifts emergency 


KABUL (Agencies) — Afghan 
President . Najibullah lifted a 
national state of emergency Fri- 
day but a nightly curfew in the 
capital remained in effect arid 
government officials said they ex- 
pected fighting against U.S.- 
backed rebels to continue. 

The state of emergency, im- 
posed soon after Soviet troops 
defending Najibullah withdrew in 
February 1989, concentrated 
power in the cabinet at the ex- 
pense of parliament. - 

Government officials said en- 
ding the emergency would restore 
powers to parliament and open 
the way for peace talks and free 
elections to end the 11-year-old 
civil war. 

But the rebels refuse to negoti- 
ate while Najibullah remains in 
power, and have said they will 
not participate in a grand tribal 
assembly that Kabul plans to 
convene this month, to discuss 
peace. 

Diplomats in Kabul said lifting 
the emergency and convening the 
assembly would increase pressure 
on the rebels to compromise 
ahead of the U.S.-Soviet summit 
starting on May 30. 

The rebels control the Afghan 
countryside, while government 
forces hold major rides and 
towns. 

Army launches offensive 

Afghan government troops 
have advanced about five 
kilometres out of Jalalabad in an 
offensive against guerrillas, guer- 




rifla sources said Thursday. 

A force of about 500 mflitia- 
men, supported by tanks and 
artillery, began attacking rebel 
positions Monday, acoordig to 
die sources in Peshawar. 

Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar 
province, defied several guerrilla 
assaults after the Soviet Union 
completed its troop pullout from 
Afghani stan^in February last 
year. 

Guerrillas have been trying to 
take the eastern town as a base 
for their Pakistan-based 
governor ent-in-exile , after cap- 
turing the highway linking it to 
Pakistan through the Hryber 
Pass. It was not immediately dear, 
if the offens iv e aimed to recap- 
ture the highway. 

Details of casualties were not 
known, but witnesses reaching 
Peshawar said a local guerrilla 
commander, Mulla Anar of the 
lttehad-I-Islami party, was killed 
in the offensive. 

An Asian scholar told U.S. 
Congress Thursday the United 
States and the Soviet Union both 
should stop sending weapons to 
Afghanistan and encourage elec- 
tions which Moscow has said it 
will accept. 

The remarks of Barnett Rubin, 
a fellow at the U.S. Institute of 
Peace, came amid a report that 
Washington and Moscow are tak- 
ing a new tack in the effort to end 
tiie war in Afghanistan. 

The New York Tunes reported 
Thursday that both sides have 
shown flexibility on the issue. 
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Btr Majesty Queea Now Thursday opens a two- 
day em ft race on biology (Petra photo) 

Biology conference highlights 
scientific aspects in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday opened a 
two-day conference on biology, 
organised by the Jordanian Socie- 
ty for Biological Sciences in coop- 
eration with the Higher Council 
of Science and Technology 
(HCST). 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, the society President Abdul 
Razza q Taqieddine said the con- 
ference aims at giving biologists 
the chance to exchange experi- 
ences in the area of scientific 
research. 

Taqieddine outlined the socie- 
ty's objectives, saying that it aims 
at strengthening scientific ties be- 
tween Jordanian and Arab 
biologists and improving their 
technical performance. 

President of HCST Abdullah 
Touqan addressed the opening 
session, explaining the council’s 
.role in the field of scientific re- 
search. Touqan said die council 
formulates the general policy of 
science and technology, defines 
priorities and programmes, and 
sets the appropriate strategies for 
developing the scientific and 
te chnical capacities. 

Taking part in the two-day 


conference are SO scientists, rep- 
resenting the four Jordanian uni- 
versities, various scientific institu- 
tions in Jordan and representa- 
tives of the private sector labor- 
atories. 

The two-day conference is 
made up of six sessions, in addi- 
tion to the opening session 
attended by ministers of agricul- 
ture, municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment, and tour- 
ism, in addition to the senate 
member, Laila Sharaf and several 
scientists. 

The sessions, include a round 
table symposium on the environ- 
mental situation in Jordan and 
protecting it from pollution, 
general discussions on baric trilo- 
gy, nutrition and medical science 
as well as lectures on ecology and 
^parasites. 

Participants in the second 
biological sciences conference 
sent a cable to Her Majesty 
Queen Noor thanking her for 
opening the conference and voic- 
ing their appreciation for Her 
Majesty's encouragement of re- 
searchers taking part in the con- 
ference. 


King meets Belgian official, 
discusses Middle East situation 


AMMAN (J.r.) — Chairman of 
the Belgian parliament's foreign 
affairs c omm ittee Jean Gol Satur- 
day winds up a three-day visit to 
Jordan during which he was re-- 
ceived in audience by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein and met with the 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Pa rliam ent Suleiman Arar and 
Parliament members. 

According to Belgian embassy 
sources, Gol spent Friday sight- 
seeing at the Nabatean dty of 
Petra in the south, before return- 
ing to Amman to prepare for Iris 
trip home Saturday. 

In a statement Thursday, Gol 
reflected his country's keenness 
to help establish a just and dur- 
able peace in the Middle East. 

Speaking at an audience with 
the King at the Royal Court, Gol 
said whoever is familiar with the 
situation in the Middle East real- 
ises the need to put an end to all 
forms of extremism which has 
adverse effects on the region’s 
stability and peace. 

“The recent events in Jeru- 
salem, Israel's attempt to seize 
property owned by the Greek 
Orthodox Church there and the 
Israeli assault on Christian clergy 
caused a deep shock to the Bel- 


gian people and government,” 
Got said during the audience. 

For his part, the King voiced 
Jordan's deep appreciation of 
Belgium’s stand and its interest in 
contributing to the success of 
peace efforts. King Hussein said 
the favourable changes now tak- 
ing place in the world and winch 
are reducing world tension ought 
to encompass the Middle East 
region whose peoples yearn for 
peace, stability and security.' 

The King voiced hope that the 
European Community would dis- 
play a greater measure of interest 
in stabilising the Middle East 
region which bolds 65 per cent of 
the world’s total oil reserves and 
winch is now prey to numerous 
disputes and regional conflicts 
including disputes over water re- 
sources. 

In reference to the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO), 
the King said the organisation had 
displayed moderation and done 
afl it was required from it po meet 
the requirements of peace. He 
said the European Community 
ought to better understand the 
Palestinian stand, otherwise 
Israel's jntrpqrigence and extrem- 
ism will deepen and the chances 
for peace could be lost. 


Gol met earlier with Aral and: 
Parliament members and rciter- 
a Belgian parliament’s re- 
ihrtion which called for with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from 
Palestinian land occupied since 
1967, and the convening of an 
international Middle East peace 
conference to settle the Arab 
Israeli conflict. 

Gol also called for the imple- 
mentation of all UX Security 
Council resolutions on Palestine 
and denounced Israel’s actions 
against the Palestinian people as 
terrorist. 

Arar discussed the recent de- 
velopments in Palestine and said 
that Israel was placing obstacles 
in the path of peace through its 
..■illegal practices, its seizure of 
Christian and Muslim property 
, and its continued occupation of 
Arab land. 

Israel, he said, is trying to 
absorb more Jewish i mmig rants 
in order to maintain its expan- 
sionist policies and the United 
’ 'States, is helping this tendency by 
endorsing Israel’s annexation of 
' the Holy 'City of Jerusalem. 

Arar also spoke about the cur- 
rent hostile campaign against Iraq 
at a time when Israel is allowed to 
amass nuclear weapons. 


National Gallery of Fine Arts 
celebrates lOth anniversary 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor A1 Hussein, the 
honorary president and patron of 
the Royal Society of Fine Arts, 
Thursday patronised a dinner 
held on the 10th anniversary of 
the society, at the Jordan Nation- 
al Gallery of Fine Arts. 

Her Majesty presented royal 
gifts and certificates of apprecia- 
tion to HH Princess Wijdan Ali, 
president of the board of trustees 
and members of the board. 

The dinner was attended by 
HRH Princess Sarvath A1 Has- 


san. HH Prince Ra’ad Bin Zeid, 
HH Prince AH Ben Nayef and 
several ministers and supporters 
of the society. 

The Royal Society of Fine 
Arts, is a cultural, non- 
governmental and non-profit 
organisation, that was established 
in 1979. It has an independent 

adminis tTati w , financial and legal ' 

status. Its independent budget 
and all donations it receives are 
tax exempted. 

Islami c and Arab art is the 
society's main concern; it aims at 


patronising contemporary art in 
Jordan, in Arab countries and the 
Third World. Other objedves of 
the society include translation of 
books and research in Islamic and 
Arab culture, providing financial 
assistance and moral support to 
artists in Jordan 
The society is also the founder 
of Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts which was established 
in 1980 with a permanent collec- 
tion of Orientation work and 
works of contemporary Islamic 
artists. 


King voices anger at Israel’s move; 
patriarch of Jerusalem ends visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem 
Diodoros I Friday wound up a 
week long visit to Jordan and 
returned to the Holy City. 

During his stay in Amman, 
Diodoros was received in audi- 
ence by IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein who reaffirmed Jordan’s 
commitment to protect the reli- 
gious places in Occupied Jeru- 
salem and paid tribute to the 
patriarch's and the clergy's resist- 
ance agains t Israeli moves in the 
Christian Quarter of the Old 
Gty. 

On the last day of the pat- 
riarch’s stay here, Jordan Televi- 
sion released a statement by King 
Hussein following his meeting 
with the patriarch who briefed 
him on the situation in Jerusalem 
after Israeli setters’ occupation of 
St. John Hospice building and 
Israeli forces’ assault on the 
Christian cleTgy in the holy 
places. 

The King said: “I am more 
than shocked. I am very angry 
really at what £ see happening in 
Jerusalem and what one saw de- 
veloping to this point of making 


tins holiest of cities to all follow- 
ers of the three great monotheis- 
tic religions a political game; a 
game here and a game in other 
parts of the world. 

I think that this is a very tragic, 
very dangerous incident happen- 
ing when congressmen and sena- 
tors in the United States are 
falling over each other to call for 
Jerusalem to be part of the poli- 
tical game. This is something that 
is incomprehensible to me and 
very regrettable. 

I believe that the situation is 
very dangerous and I hope that 
‘what has happened may shake 
this world and its conscience to 
realise the importance of Jeru- 
salem to all of os. The dty should 
be kept as it has been in the past, 
safe from bands that have no 
respect for what is lofty and what 
is dear and what is in the hearts of 
all believers.” 

On the last day of his stay here 
the patriarch was received by 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
who e x pre ss ed Jordan's appreda- 


efforte to deal with the Israeli 
onslaught on tire holy places and 
to confront Zionist moves to 
establish settlements and ,to 
occupy Christian holy places. 

Jordan, be said, will remain 
strongly committeed to helping 
the Palestinian people in Jeru- 
salem and tbe rest of the occupied 
Arab lands in the face of Israel's 
practices, the prime minister 
stressed. 

He said the Muslims ' and 
Chris tians have been coexisting 
for centuries and protecting their 
holy shrines in an atmosphere of 
affection and close cooperation. 

Diodoros I said Christians and 
Muslims in Jerusalem were laun- 
ching a joint struggle to end 
Israel's occupation of the Holy 
City and to prevent Zionists from 
changin g the character of Jeru- 
salem. 

Both the patriarch and the 
prime minis ter emphasised tbe 
need for the international com- 
munity to put an end to Israel’s 
atrocities and desecration of the 
holy places, and the seizure of 
Islamic and Christian cultural and 


tion of the Christian community's . historical sites in the Holy City. 


Germany to Help Jordan m 
the field of ophthalmology 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Corneas for 
eye patients could be provided to 
the Eye Bank in. Jordan from 
West Germany through the 
assistance of Professor Holgcr 
Busse who is currently on a visit 
to Jordan. 

The professor discussed the. 
plan at a meeting with His Majes- 
ty King Hussein held at the Royal 
Court Thursday in the presence 
of Jordanian expatriate specialist 
living in Germany, Dr. Butros 
Taweel. 

“West German institutions will 
also be willing to provide training 
to Jordanian specialists and tehni- 
rians in the field of ophthalmic 


surgery,” Busse said. 

Taweel told the King that a 
special fund had already been 
established in Germany to raise 
contributions for the establish- 
ment of an advanced medical 
centre in Jordan for the treatment 
of eye patients or to send the 
patients for treatment in Ger- 
many. 

Tbe professor presented the 
King with a video tape featuring 
the surgical operation he con- 
ducted in " Germany on seven- 
year-old boy, Jaafar Momani. last 
February. 

King Hussein took personal 


interest in the boy and arranged 
for his travel to a West German 
hospital for the operation that 
provided the boy with a new 
cornea. 

King Hussein thanked Busse 
and Taweel for their efforts and 
stressed the importance of main- 
taining close cooperation in medi- 
an e between Jordan and Ger- 
many. 

Taweel, a plastic surgeon living 
and working in West Germany 
was instrumental in arranging for 
the boy’s operation to be con- 
ducted in Germany and in estab- 
lishing a fond and to raising con- 


Palestinian Communist leader addresses Amman meeting 

“Jordanian democracy boosts intifada” 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The latest ifemtK 
cratic developments in Jordan 
have positively contributed to 
tile Pales tinian uprising and 
have given a “refreshing 
boost” to the Palestinians liv- 
ing under Israeli occupation, 
according to the secretary- 
general of tiie Palestine Com- 
munist Party in the occupied 
territories, Bashir Barghouti. 

“There is no doubt that the 
enjoyment of democracy 
amongst the nationalist forces 
in Jordan has positively 
affected the struggle of the 
intifada. And through this sup- 
port, feelings of suspicion and 
old bitter feelings are dimi- 
nishing,” Barghouti told a 
crowd of 2,000 gathered at 
Abdul Hamid Shoman Found- 
ation Wednesday night. 

He said that Palestinians 
were feeling the Jordanian 
democracy through the Palesti- 
nian support exerted publical- 
ly, projected through the 
media. 

“As long as this public sup- 
port continues and there is the 
chance to practise this free- 
dom, it can be very beneficial 
to the intifada and the relations 
between Palestinians and 
Jordanians,” Barghouti, who 
was allowed to visit Jordan for 
the first time in 16 years, said. 


The Jordanian administra- 
tive disengagement from the 
occupied West Bank in the 
summer of ~88v he said - was a ■ 
positive move far the Palest!-: 
nian cause,- paving the way for 
the declaration of the indepett- 
dent Palestinian state. Bar- 
ghouti added that the disen- 
gagement unproved Jordanian/ - 
Palestinian unity, and now “all 
support the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
the independent Palestinian 
state on Palestinian soil.” 

In his lecture, Barghouti said 
the Intifada alone cannot fiber-; 
ate Palestine, noting that some 
Arab countries attempt to ex- 
aggerate this argument in an 
effort to relieve themselves 
from the responsibility of con- 
tributing in solving the Palesti- 
nian problems. 

He said that the next Arab . 
summit in Baghdad would be a 
positive contribution to the in- 
tifada if it comes out with a 
new strategy, “unlike the 
Casablanca summit that re- 
sulted in the 10- point plan of 
Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak.” 

“It is obvious that all these 
plans (Mubarak's, then U.S. 
Secretary of State James Bak- 
er’s five-pointer) would fail, as 
they have.” “We must stop at 
this closed passage and work 
towards a proper solution 
based on the Palestinian initia- 


tive and continue working to- 
wards an international peace 
conference^” Barghouti saicj, 
atjdipg .that tbe.Arpb countries 
must be independent of, toe 
superpowers to give themselves 
weight and influence, and 
forget the false illusion that the 
solution is in the hands of the 
United States.He added that to 
wait around for a response on 
the Baker plan is escaping 
from responsibility of moving 
towards a just settlement. 

The Arab summit taking 
place in Baghdad, Barghouti 
said, was a positive move be- 
cause Iraq, with its military 
capabilities, is seen as a threat 
to Israel and the United States 
and it can be the centre in the 
balance of power with Israel. - 

“The Arab countries have 
the moral, economic and milit- 
ary power to be independent of 
the superpowers, creating a 
balance of power, and this 
should be utilised to successful- 
ly pressure these superpowers 
to accept the international 
peace conference. If the Arabs 
(in tbe summit) do not agree 
on this new outlook unani- 
mously, it does not matter; 
even if the important countries 
do, it would have more weight 
than the Casablanca summit,” 
he said. 

“Introducing democracy in 
Arab countries and improving 


their relations — particularly 
between Syria and Iraq and 
Syria and the PLO — would 
. enhance. the; Arab, .strength in 
achieving positive moves to- 
wards a just peace,” Barghouti 
said, adding that this would 
also intensify the intifada. 

“Let us not underestimate 
the pain and suffering of 
Palestinians under occupation; 
they need to know that there 
are practical Arab moves to 
feel they are not left out or 
forgotten; let us give them 
more confidence that there is 
more than just the intifada to 
acheive their goods and aspira- 
tions,” he said. 

On tbe Palestinian front in- 
side the occupied territories,” 
Barghouti emphasised the 
need for protecting the nation- 
al unity in order to advance the 
intifada. The unified lead- 
ership of the □ prising, be said, 
must take a more democratic 
approach in dealing with tbe 
people. He explained that the 
leadership must become a 
“political leadership and make 
possible demands” on the peo-. 
pie. 

“There must be a dear and 
certain policy.” He did not 
elaborate but said this would 
push tbe uprising forward "be- 
cause the people are convinced 
that there is no choice but the 
struggle against the Zionist 
occupation.” 


Jordan, Egypt to boost cooperation 

be given to the holding com- 1 


[WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITION 

* Art exhibition by Honria A1 
Iraqi at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

THEATRE 

* Chfidren play in Arabic enti- 
tled “AI Shahed” (The 
Witness) at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre — 4t00 pjn. 

BAZAAR 

* Charity bazaar displaying 
brass aad woodworks, cera- 
mics, photos and paintings de- 
picting the Jordanian envfrou- 
nasat and Islamic and cultural 
boohs at Al ‘Awda dub, Zar- 
qa. 

FILMS 

* French video entitled “La 
route des giants” at the 
French Cultural Centre — 
4:00 pjn. 

* German video entitled “Maria 
Stuart” (English subtided) at 
the Goethe Imtitute — &Si 
pjn. ■ 


CAIRO (J.T.) — Minister of 
Planning Ziyad Fariz and Egyp- 
tian Minister of International 
Cooperation Maurice Makramal- 
lah Saturday open talks here to 
promote the functions of the 
Egyptian-Jordanian Holding 
Copmpany whkrhcarries out pro- 
jects in toe tw □'countries. 

Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
said the company’s ministers 
would discuss the prospect of 
raising toe company’s capital to 
$100 million, up from $50 million 
now that North Yemen and Iraq, 
the other members of the Arab 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in the four-day pharmaceutical 
conference Friday stressed tbe 
need to give scientific research 
centres and drug control labor- 
atories a special attention in view 
of their role in advancing drug 
industries. 

At tbe conclusion of their 
meetings, they also called for 
supporting the veterinary drug 
industry and for subjecting im- 
ported veterinary drugs and those 
locally produced to control at the 


Cooperation Council (ACC) 
have applied to have a share in 
toe company. 

“The two ministers will review 
new projects which toe holding 
company plans to carry out in the 
coming stage,” Petra said. 

Upon arriving in Cairo Dr. 
Fariz said titt'coffijttny's activi- 
ties and projects during 1989 win 
be reviewed along with bilateral 
coordination in industry, trade 
and agriculture. According to 
MakramaUah, who met Fariz at 
the airport, special attention will 


drug quality control labs. 

They also called for drawing up 
a new dreg policy, aimed at en- 
suring tbe provision of good 
drugs at reasonable prices, and 
called for lifting protectionism on 
locally produced drugs, with a 
view to create competition be- 
tween locally-produced and im- 
ported drugs. 

Participants furt h er called for 
reconsidering the regulation of 
tbe technical committee in Himy 
of registering drugs to avoid any 


pany's lean meat production pro- , 
ject now being carried out in 
Egypt. 

Minister of Agriculture Sulei- 1 
man Arabiyai also arrived in I 
Cairo for a three-day visit andL 
talks with his Egyptian counter- 
part Yousef Wali. The talks, 
according to Petra, will deal with 
cooperation in the field of agri- 
culture and launching fisheries 
industries and reclamation of arid 
land. Arabiyat said he would tour 
several Egyptian agricultural pro- 
jects. 


delays in registering and releasing 
drugs. 

Furthermore, participants 
stressed the need for unifying the 
prices of drags at pharmacies, 
and called on toe new drug indus- 
tries to produce new kinds of 
drugs, in an effort to complement 
the already existing products. 

The conference discussed ten 
working papers on the use of 
medical plants in providing raw I 
material for local drug industries. I 


Pharmacists stress 
need for research 





Jordan Medical Aid for Palestinians 

Medical Aid for Palestinians Walk - Jordan 
at 11/5/1990 

, , ^ ' m |i6^pwsponsor forms 

Date, time and venue r . . . ... . „ ■'.£% 

The walk will start's! the Intercontinental Hotel at 8:30 a.m. on Friday 1 1th May 1990 and will follow the 
route outlined in the enclosed map. Participants are requested to arrive not later than 8:30. It will end 
at Kherbat Abu Jaber. 



Stations 

The Walk will be divided into substages (stations) 2 Km. apart, participants collect a card at the 
Intercontinental Hotel and have a new card at each station. The final (11th) station will be at the 
Kherbat Abu Jaber. 

How much should one walk 

One can walk as he/she wants, but the minimum valid distance is 2 Km. i e. one should get at least the 
first card. When ever a participant decides -to quit the walk, he/she should remember to collect their 
validated sponsorship form. 

Food A drinks 

Participants with sponsor forms mil be provided with food and drinks free of charge along the route at 
every station. 

Bum & Shuttles 

These wHI be available during the walk to take the participants back to the Intercontinental Hotel or 
Kherbat Abu Jaber. An ambulance wilt be on stand by in case of emergency. 

Police supervision *' 

The police have been notified and will be available to ensure the safety of the participants. 

Media Coverage 

The event shall be covered by TV, Radio , and foe beat newspapers. 

Collection of money 

After completing foe walk, participants should get their validated forms back with the money 
corresponding to the number of sponsors on each form, back to the organising committee not later 
than 25th of May 1990. 

Lottery 

A tottery shall be organised within the j.MAP.’s month. There are servers! valuable prizes of which 
the first prize is a 1989 model B.M.W. Tickets shall be sold for JD 5. 

Extra forms can be obtained by contacting us on the above address. 

Thank you for helping us to help the sick and needy. 
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legitimate right 



THE COUNTRIES seizing pipes destined for Iraq are 
increasing by leaps and bounds with no legitimate reason 
being offered to explain this kind of piracy. Especially 
troubling the arbitrary decisions taken by such countries to 
confiscate goods destined for a third country. Even if the 
Iraqi-bound pipes will be used for rocketry purposes, one is 
at a loss to find a valid justification under international law 
to seize such goods and equipment. Since when countries 
cannot import components for their national needs be they 
pipes or airplanes or ballistic missiles? If owning, possessing 
or importing defensive or even offensive armament needs a 
certain licensing procedure by some international organisa- 
tion or another, then one may see some logic in the ongoing 
efforts to frustrate Iraq's determination to stand up on its 
own feet and defend itself against blatant threats from the 
East or the West. 

All of this leads to one conclusion, namely, that Iraq is 
being ostracised for its courage to defend itself and its being 
made the subject of a well orchestrated and hateftd 
campaign for no reason other than offering the kind of 
response for which the Arab Nation has waited for such a 
long time. 

Had the countries accepting to be part of this Israeli- 
inspired and Western orchestrated campaign against Iraq in 
particular and the Arab World in general been even-handed 
in their concern about the proliferation of mass destruct iv e 
weapons in the Middle Eart they would have found many 
opportunities in the past to strike against Israeal's nuclear 
armament programme while it was still in its gestation 
period. Instead of nipping in the bud Israel’s increasing 
threats against the stability and security of the entire Middle 
East region, such countries have decided to show their true 
colours vis-a-vis the Arab- Israel conflict by adopting a 
biased policy against the Arabs. This is then the time for the 
Arab countries to stand united and firm against the ongoing 
blockade being Imposed on Iraq. 

Trade and commerce are still potent weapons that the 
Arab World can resort to in defence of Iraq’s legitimate 
determination to face up to Israel’s nuclear threat even in 
the wake of the relaxation of tension between the East and 
West. When the Arab summit convenes, it would be 
.opportune to deliberate over the options available to the 
Arab countries to defend themselves and their interests. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AL Ra’i daily on Friday commented on the European Commun- 
ity’s stand vis a vis the Middle East problem in the light of 
statements by the chairman of the Belgian parliament’s foreign 
affairs committee Jean Gol, who expressed Europe’s concern 
over the assault on the Christian clergy and continued Israel's 
mal-practices in the occupied city of Jerusalem. The paper sazd 
that Gol, who had learnt more about the situation in the holy city 
and the occupied Palestinian lands from His Majesty King 
Hussein, said that Israel’s practices came as shock to his country 
and the European people at large. The King has called on 
Belgium and die rest of the European Community nations to 
exert double efforts to achieve peace and ensure the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from Arab lands, the paper noted. The King 
explained that the Middle East region, which holds more than 65 
per cent of the world's oil. should be kept as a zone of peace and 
stability and that the world community ought to act speedily to 
end the regional conflicts, the paper added. What is needed now. 
the paper concluded, is to see Europe taking practical action and 
serious steps towards the establishment of peace and ending 
Israel's aggression on the Arab people. 


A columnist in AJ Ra'i daily criticises certain sectors of the public 
who tend to use water excessively and praises the Water 
Authority of Jordan for embarking on an early summer water 
distribution programme to help make sufficient water supplies for 
all people. Nazih says in his daily column that Jordan has scarce 
water resources while the growing population continues to 
increase consumption, and therefore everything possible should 
be done to stem the wastage of precious water resources. The 
writer says that the distribution programme is deemed necessary 
every summer because of the fact that people tend to use larger 
amounts of water in the summer on the one hand, and due to the 
presence of large numbers of vacationers from the Gulf countries 
on the other. But, he notes, that since the programme will be 
applied anyway, the Water Authority should see to it that it is 
implemented in full and that its teams of workers, engineers and 
technicians remain committed to carry out repairs to the water 
networks and ensure water supply to all regions. 


Sawt AS SSaanb daily expressed great delight over a visit to 
Damascus by Egyptian President Mohammad Hosni Mubarak 
which, it said, has now paved the ground for a real reconciliation 
among various Arab countries. The paper said that the visit, after 
a 1/2 year period of estrangement between Cairo and Damascus, 
is bound to pool their resources towards dealing with pressing 
issues of concern to the whole Arab Nation. The visit to 
Damascus has resulted in a halt of all propaganda campaigns 
between Damascus and Baghdad, and this is a very important 
development indicating that reconciliation between Damascus 
and Baghdad is now closer than ever before, the paper noted. It 
said that every Arab effort is needed at the present moment to 
help confront the formidable challenges and dangers posed to the 
nation. 


View From Amman 


By Kamel S- Abu Jaber 


Arabs according to Zionists: Grasshoppers at best 



CAN one argue in a logical 

m ann er with a fanatic? A 
zealot whose ideology has its 
roots in no less an authority 
than the distorted understand- 
ing, or even deliberate mis- 
understanding of the word of 
God? Zionism traces its roots 
to the mysterious and cloudy 
ideas that gave rise to the 
ascendency and primacy of the 
God Yahweh and the concept 
of the “chosen people.” 
Zionism is an ideology that 
not only elevates and exalts the 
position of the Jews but has 
another side degenerating all 
other peoples to the status of 
Goyim. As the strength of 
Zionism and its terrible out- 
reach and efficiency increased 
in this past century, its disdain 
of and arrogance towards 
others, especially the Arabs, 
deepened. The Arab-Israeli 
struggle over Palestine since 
the conclusion of the First 
World War added other 
dimensions to the hatred the 
Zionists feel towards us. In- 
stead of softening their mis- 
guided hatred, Hitler's inhu- 
man and terrible treatment of 


die Jews increased the intensi- 
ty of their enmity towards 
others especially the Arabs. 
Having succeeded in decisively 
influencing the ' policies and 
politics of die entire Western 
world, the Jews have totally* 
failed with the Arabs who 
stand between them and their 
final victory. That the Arabs 
are innocent of their plight, 
indeed their bad treatment at 
the hands of the west, is a 
factor they have chosen to 
forget. 

The dehumanising and the 
depersonalising of die Arab, 
turning him, in the eyes of the 
world, into an ugly creature 
remains a necessity In the 
Zionists’ bid to achieve their 
aims. How else can one explain, 
the hate propaganda and the 
deliberate distortion not only 
of the Arab image, but of oar 
culture, history and values as 
weD?How else can one explain 
the atrocities that continue to 
be committed daily against the 
Arabs wherever they may be? 
How else can one explain the 
bufldosing of homes in Pales- 
tine, the eradication of almost 


800 Palestinian villages since 
1948, and even the uprooting 
of Palestinian olive trees? The 
Israeli soldiers, well fed and 
wefl-armed, crushing to pulp 
the hand of a young Palestinian 
boy so hesmay never be able to 
bold a stone again? 

Behind 'it all, behind afl the 
dreadful and ugly acts is a 
terrible ideology built on die 
very exdusivist and racist con- 
cepts it put pe a t s to fight in die 
legacy of Nazi Germany. In a 
book entitled The Arab Mind, 
John Laffin remarks with a 
horrible simplicity: “We are 
left, then, with some profound- 
ly significant conclusions which 
anybody dealing with the 
Arabs must understand ....the 
Arab means what he says at 
the moment he is saying it.. 
He is neither a vicious dot, 
usually, a calculating liar but a 
natural one.” On another page 
he says “... he shouts, be gets 
excited, he boasts, he 
threatens, he rebukes ... this is 
the normal way in which the 
Arabs communicate with each 
other...”. The simplistic final- 
ity of the ugliness of this state- 


ment, made by a supposed 
intellectual who, he says, spent 
many years studying the 
Arabs, cannot be fatbomed by 
rational human - beings who 
have even a trace of humanity 
left in them. And this was said 
in 1975. 

This inhuman arrogance an 
the part of Israeli/politicians 
and officials finds itself filter- 
ing down to Israeli school chil- 
dren, as several studies con-' 
tame to reveal. During their 
contacts Menachem Begin 
spoke to President Jimmy Car- 
ter of the Arabs as “subhu- 
mans”. Earlier Golds Mcir 
proclaimed, “Palestine (fid not 
exist; therefore, there were no 
Palestinian people; and thus 
there is no problem.” The re- 
daction of the Palestinians, in- 
deed the Arabs in the Zionist 
mind is a -frightful phe- 
nomenon that translates itself 
into the inhuman treatment 
Israel administers daily against 
the intifada. 

While Begin spoke of the 
Arabs as “subhmnans” Shamir 
thinks of them as “grasshop- 
pers” and Ejtan, the former 


Israeli army chief of staff, in a 

Kafkayesque though grotesque 

mann er refers to them as “two 
legged animals” or “drugged 
cockroaches in a bottle.” I 
wonder why Mr. Shamir thinks 
of us as grasshoppers? What 
does be have against the poor 
creatures anyway? No one con- 
demned Sharon when he in- 
structed Menachem Mflson, 
“civil” administrator of the 
West Bank, on how to deal 
with die demonstrators: “Cut 
off their- testicles’’; or on the 
then chief of staff’s instructions 
to the soldiers of the northern 
front, “the only good Arab is a 
dead Arab...” The catalogue 
of such ugly quotations can go 
on and on. But that is not the 
point, the point is that unless 
we prove otherwise, unless we 

.convince them and the world 
otherwise, by building our 
societies, our strength, they 
and their strategic depth, the 
West, will continue to deal 
with us in the same way. 

Further, and perhaps more 
important is that with such a 
terrible view of one’s adversary 
bow can one conclude peace 


with him? How durifc-ebn- 
dude a peace tremy with^sub- 
human” * ‘ cockroichns’ 1 ? 
Those yon crush sin&jtfaeyare 
a plight: ah infestation; 

The. month of ^Ap il, 1990 
witnessed the co&tidence of 
the grea t feasta- of -tltethxee 
'monotheistic rcBgKBB^ Juda- 
ism, aaristian^i^and T Islam. 
For both Muslim aridChnstian 
Arabs, the occasion ms ooce 
again a sad . one ^reminding 
them of their lost lands.fiieir 
lost dignity and their feanM 
status in thetr own hdfl^^ 

SlcnWy but sandy sreflH 
begin to rebuild confidence- hx 
ourselves, our cuftureand oar; 
right to life with dignity. The. 
.first and most important de- 
ment of the equation is io figfrt 
against the we^LkaessesjiQ . 
ourselves. Thai; «.the greatest 
' Jihad. It is only Ttheu, ;to&T 
others mdudmg the ' 23bnistt, 
whom we somehow must tame, 
will begin to think of us in 
terms other than- the present 
ones. Otherwise the charade of 
the so-called “peacej process^ 


win continue and more, in- the] 
m eantime , will lie 1 obL'“ 


On March 10, an open letter from Mario Carera, coordinator of the Swiss Labour Community Swissaid,'to Michel Camde^O^, - ^ 
Managing Director of the Fund, appeared in a. Swiss newspaper, 24heures. A translation of that .letter and Camdessus v 
response to Carera are reprinted from the IMF Survey. 


Don’t drive 
the poor to 
despair 


By Mario Carera 


YOUR visit to Switzerland on 
March 13, Mr. Camdessus, 
pro mp ts us to take the oppor- 
tunity to appeal to you. 

You are the Managing 
Director of the IMF, the true 
financial policeman of this 
planet Tins title is not ex- 
aggerated: the Third World 
debt crisis, with the accom- 
panying human suffering and 
the ecological pillage in order 
to pay the debt gives you the 
most prominent role in the 
international strategy now in 
place to face the debt problem. 
It is not the credit that you give 
to overindebted countries that 
is important, bat the con- 
ditionality that you impose on 
them, which means putting 
back in order their economies, 
ruined by shock treatments 
(drastic budgetary savings, 
massive devaluations, general 
liberalisation...). 


The conditional- 
ity imposed by the 
IMF on poor over- 
indebted countries 
has to be modified: 
budgetary austerity 
yes, bat it should be 
directed, as a prior- 
ity, on expenditures 
such as military and 
diplomatic outlays, 
or on prestige in- 
vestment devoid of 
any benefit, which 
are encouraged by 
the countries, in- 
dustries, and banks 
of the North. 


You are right on important 
points: no country may live 
beyond its means foreover. 
There comes a time, the “mo- 
ment of truth,” when neither 
international credit nor savings 
or fiscal policy can provide 
sufficient resources. It is then 
necessary to cut expenditure 
(health, education, public sec- 
tor salaries) or to increase re- 
venue (a very difficult thing to 
do in a poor country). 

Furthermore, your approach 
has positive aspects: it has a 
global character; it is inte- 
grated (with simultaneous ac- 
tion on the budgetary, fiscal 
monetary policies..;); and it 
enjoys international support 
from the 352 member countries 
of the IMF. Indeed, a visit to 
the Fund last summer in 
Washington gave me the 
o ppo rtun ity to appreciate the 


competence of your experts. 

Yet, while you have been . 
leading the fight against the 
Third World debt for a whole 
decade, the debt has increased 
from less than $800 billion in 
1982 to $1,290 billion 'at the 
end of 1989, according to the 
IMF's own publications. Not 
even one overindebted country 
of the forty which you are in 
file process of “adjusting” has 
been able to overcome its debt 
problem. 

There is a need for new 
strategies, which I would like 
to outline. 

The conditionality imposed 
by the IMF on poor overinde- 
bted countries has to be mod- 
ified: budgetary austerity yes, 
but it should be directed, as a 
priority, on expenditures such 
as military and diplomatic out- 
lays, or on prestige investment- 
devoid of any benefit, which 
are encouraged by the coun- 
tries, industries, and banks of 
the North. 

You might argue that such 
an approach is an intolerable 
outside interference. Let’s call 
a spade a spade: through “con- 
ditionality,” the IMF interferes 
by definition in the national 
policies of the countries con- 
cerned. It is a matter of 
“targetting” conditionality: for 
development, distribution of 
. wealth, or protection of the 
environment. Or maybe, for 
the support of political regim- 
es, oftentimes non-democratic, 
hated by the people. 

The 1989 IMF Annual Re- 
port rightly remarks that “it is 
important that the external en- 
vironment be favourable: posi- 
tive terms of trade, buoyant 
markets, and lower interest 
rates/' Yet, one of these “fac- 
tors of economic progress” is 
present: the prices of most raw 
materials are dectimng; protec- 
tionism increases in the North 
as soon as countries in the 
South export finished pro- 
ducts; and interest rates largely 
reflect the vagaries of U.S. 
monetary policy. Hence our 
' question: is it equitable to im- 
pose adjustment programmes 
on the poor countries of the 
South, if the rich North does 
not adjust as well? Symmetry is 
in order. 

Measures to reduce the 
debt, linked to actions to pro- 
tect the poor and the environ- 
ment, are the first conditions 
for a resumption of develop- 
ment. Yet,- at a time when 
gov ern ments in the North are 
beginning to write off certain 
debts, the commercial banks 
procrastinate while caching 
heavy interest payments on 
their credits. You are well 
aware that all major banks 
(American, German, ...and 
Swiss) have now built up large 
loan loss reserves. Only inter- ^ 
national pressures (from gov- 
ernments, public opinion, the 
IMF...) will convince them to 
participate in correcting their 
past mistakes. Again, symmet- 
ry in the effort is required: 
government, and, above all, 


. file people of countries in file 
South pay, as well as, to an 
extent, governments of the 
North; it is therefore the turn 
of the large international banks 
to erase part of the debt. Why 
don’t you tell them more force- 
fully to do so? 

-On our side, through the 
petition Debt Reduction, a 
Matter of Survival, we ask the 
(Swiss) federal authorities to 
get more involved in debt 
write-offs, linked to develop- 
ment efforts in the South. If 
yonr debt reduction strategy 
were geared to development — 
and not only to major macro- 
economic balances — you 
would have, Mr. Managing 
Director, the public opinion 
support in the North as well as 
in the South. All the polls 
indicate it: aid for develop- 
ment • — of the South as well as 
population — is supported by 
the majority of toe North’s 
population, so long as it im- 
proves the conditions of the 
poorest. 

Today, fins improvement is 
based on the premises of debt 
reduction and on a new type of 
conditionality geared to serve 
the impoverished urban and 
rural masses. And the IMF is 
at the heart of that challenge. 
Switzerland would honour its 
tradition of humamtarianism 
and cooperation if -it stressed 
its fundamental demands (for 
those premises) when seeking 
membership at the IMF. This 
is, in any event, our “coo- 
dxtionality" with regard to that 
possible membership. 


Yes, but IMF 
can only advise 


tersv This meaiB providn^ 5 
them with access to nothing ° 
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ence of 152conntife^riiaed t 
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ongoing Yfialogrie „ we hare, j 
maintained with each of thcil * 


By Michel Camdessus 


I READ with peat interest 
your “open letter” to me in 
the March 10-11 issue of 24 
heures. Since then I have had 
the pleasure of meeting you 
and other representatives of 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions involved in cooperation 
with the Third World during 
my' recent visit to Bern. 
However, I do feel obliged to 
give the readers of 24 heures a 
brief summary of my responses 
to ‘your comments. Our objec- 
tives are basically the same: 
give the poor good reason to 
hope for a better future and 
apply our energies imstmtingly 
to that end. For tins hope to 
become a reality, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, taking 
into account its specific mis- 
sion, is endeavouring to con- 
vince all its member countries 
to adopt the economic polities 
which it has learned from long 
experience can lead to lasting, 
environmentally sound 
growth, even for countries 
heavily handicapped by inde- 
btedness, excessive govern- 
ment expenditure, bloated 
bureaucracies, and economies 
stifled by overregulatiorf. 


This often involves intense 
reform, or, as we say, adjust- 
ment efforts. However, neither 
file poorest countries nor toe 
poorest social groups should 
have to bear a disproportion- 
ate share of toe burden, which 
implies, among other things, 
being abbs to provide countries 
with financing at acceptable 
terms during this critical phase 
■ of their adjustment.' There- 
fore, with the generous sup- 
port of your country and many 
others, we are attempting to 
provide the poorest countries 
undertaking such reforms with 
financial resources at the 
lowest' posable cost: 0/S per 
cent interest rather than 9 to 10 
per cent, if not more, and 
repayable in ten years after a 
grace period of five and one 
half years. 

You go on to ask, however,, 
whether “conditionality”, 
should be more closely geared 
.to development, a more equit- 
abfe distribution of wealth, and 
environmental protection. We 
share these objectives. What 
can we do to achieve them' 
within the framework of our 
rules and regulations? 

Out tasVtis to advise coun- 
tries on economic policy mat-. 
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■ : ;Bjr Wo^^ Kix* North Sea states purify their sew- 

>ge and effluent. !n the Dutch 
niE HAGUENonhSeaco^ capital they weren't even able to 

* undoubted faihne, , agree .on n second, biological 
North Sea . agreed on no- stage of sewage treatment. In 

~~ pan . .agti-pofli^Sop Germany the thud stage, aimed 
. : . tiiat JHe already in force at halting the glut of nitrates, is 

tn Cd liiany. were not even -fast being introduced on a nation' 
£2*?^ toswpv Gciinan stan- wide basis. Britain brazenly 
** 8?®®*®! terms. . ignores earlier conuninnems and 

■- T hat g enough. The cofr- ■ continues to pump industrial 
: se^ocnces wHl be peinfuUy appa- effluent and - sewage sludge into 
retd to allm the sane too distant . the North Sea. 

-future.-. Prince Charles, who so 

. Two years ^go, when the- North staunchly championed the North 
-Sea ami -Baltic were overgrown Sea at the London conference, 

• with alga e and hundreds of dead has either not beet) given a hear- 

.y erg-washed ashore, marine ing or not been taken seriously in 
pollution made heatffi&c news. his own country. 

~ b ^y..°»^.^wag e . As long as the Konh Sea is not 

fcrt ™^ defer S«J» yet dead, the British seem to feel . 

3aatter into tbe North Sea and Nonh ®“ “ 1D a critical 

MFdSf- '***' ” Early this y- ^ Bonn Re- 

■ — , . , . search Ministry drew attention to 

No-One has. since been able to 

claim that not enough was known TCCCDt rtpon f 11 
Zn* " 301 * n fluent cases of physical deforma- 

rii , - tion of fish in the German Bight. 

r .T^^ -f 80 ??' cou ° ca „° f Britain is not eodrelv to blame. 

enmon mntal -advam to dw Do ^, e slreouous I0 im . 

£ ede ral f *° ve "™ en! W3nl ^, prSc tbc position the Rhine is 
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LnnneSnn XL £*rrf3to contributor to its input, 
included the environment, am-- . Gennany is the leading 

vened the first North Sea confer- wdustnal country m Europe and, 
ence in Bremen despite its stnet environmental 

No-one was expecting a deci- ’ regulations, stiff a major pollu- 
' rive breakthrough the first time offender, 
round, but countries that took . So the Bonn government is 
parr did at least undertake to be dut y b( « ind t0 «mstantiy improve 
more careful about ensuring tha t h® environmental track record, 

fewer toxins found their tray into u must d .° evcn ***** eve “ ,f 
the sea anti agreed to step up a* 1 ** eouainesare not yet ready 
inspection .procedures. to follow suit. ; 

At foe second conference, held B .«» s Kspvosfahty for the 
- in Lmidohih 1957, thcTdeeisions - ettwonmenl c is on the increase as 
readied were more specific. In- umfication looms larger, 

put of harmful tnrinir andnuukots Tn»e GDR has a lot to answer 
was to be halved by 1995 and the f ? r - and much to make good m 
dmnping of industrial waste in tbe ^wonniental sector. The 

North was to end by 1990. Hbe “ badJ y « w*d ofenviron- 
In the Federal Republic, where t ? eatal 5»« anennon. and 
foe dead scals had^ipset public g®- *« «*o which it flows — the 
opinion, ^d aeK^t^the iiace, “ wiD stand to be- 

stricter sewage purification rqg- nefit- 

ulatitHis - were introduced. Whether that alone will be 

^Gesnaxr tod-effluew-jli no enough is doobtfu I ^The measures 


waste «tt scans no longer penmt- 
ted. Tbe use of a-u amber 
pesarideriras: bwn-bmmed. 

. What Environment Minister 
IQans- r: Topfer has- already 
achieved is .enough to. ensure that 
Bonn wifl firifi ttreierms agreed 
-in London-: ' . .7' . 

But , what, use is that when 
neighbouring, states won't follow 
suit? Bidsio halve toxin input are 
doomed' to faSure tmless all 


increase- in overall pollution. 

■ Inevitably, one wonders how 
long nature will take this treat- 
ment. Once the excitement about 
German unity has subsided, we 
will have to pay closer attention 
to making environmental protec- 
tion more effective. Otherwise 
nature will take its revenge one 
day soon, reacting inexorably and 
harshly — Stutt garter Zeitung. 


IMF can only advise 
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■' ( Toatfhmfd from page 4) - 

we speak' ont against useless 
m3it^-expenditure; or pre- 
stige projects, even if we are . 
unable 1 to make' TurnT sesiri- 

ance conditioaal on the reduc- 
tion' of this or any other speci- 
fic category of expenditure. • 
The debt problem is huge. It 
is not surprising that it is taking 
so Jong: to strive, considering 
that it is a matter of correcting 
the collective “errors of almost 
two decades. Moreover, the 
Bretton ■■ Woods institutions 
cannot solve the problem of 
‘ world. debt alone, like you, I 
consider; that the commercial 
! :banls,-whi<tii share r es pb ns &il- 
ity 'fbr 7 : 'foe& debts, .shoald' tto 
-.-more sta- indp-easc the debt 
burden when the indebted 
countries are doing their utmost 

- to put -tter e cbiton iicsro 

In the kmgtenn, this can be of 
benefit to the banks as well as 
to the indebted countries. 

- Overall, . . foe. debt cannot be 
paid unless the growth of foe 
Third World is ensured. T Tie 
.Fund' reitexartes this constantly 
-and facilitates foe gradual re- 
duction of the debt fo granting 
loans ; to countries which 
negotiate "debt -and. debt- 
service reduction, arrange- 
ments with their creditors. We 
shall not affow ourselves to be 
discouraged because progress 
is skw^ Eat* time a country 
seriously commits itself to such 

. an effort, we support it fully. 


“Is it fair,” you rightly ask, 
“impose adjustment program- 
mes on the poor South, if the 
wealthy North does not adjust 
in turn? Symmetry is essen- 
tial.” The rich countries of the 
North have a major responsiU- 
ity, that of adjusting their own 
policies to promote economic 
progress. We continually press 
them to reduce their protec- 
tionist trade restrictions, which 
are major obstacles to the de- 
veloping countries' efforts to 
diversify their production. We 
also regularly invite them, us- 
ing all the means available to 
us, to manage their economies 
so -as tb . yield higher growth 
with less inflation and to pro- 
vide more, aid to the poor 
countries. The current pressing 
need for international coopera- 
tion with the countries of East- 
ern Europe must not sidetrack 
the industrial countries from 
their obligation to continue to 
increase their development 
assistance to the’ poo rest coun- 
tries. These' are the two major 
challenges of 1990s. 

- 1 regret that I cannot proride 
you with more, detailed re- 
sponses to many of the other 
pomts raised m your open fet- 
ter. However, I would like to 
sav before dosing that I am 
very pleased to have this 
opportunity to discuss these 
issues with your organisations, 
and I hope that this marks the 
beginning of an ongoing dia- 
logue between us. 


'■ (Gootfeacd from page 1) 
said KpHffc. 

Speafcmg^vith reporters oqthe 
White Houte drivtnray, Kollek 
said, “I have no doubt that the 
president has no objecakm to. 
Jews settling aff over .Jerusalem 
withouf any exception.” 

• White House Press Secretary 
Martin fitzwmer said _Jater that 
Bush “beBeves Jew»,-and non- 
Jews ought to act ar a matane r 
that domi' irbt ; threaten foe rity' s 
comity or m auf. way prejs^ce 


“As recem events jn the Christ- 
ian quartet have demonstrated, 
the real question is not an. ab- 
stract one of the' rights of Jews 
' arid others, but rather how these 
rights are implemented,” Fitzwa- 
. tier said in a written statement. 

“The long-standmng opposi- 
tion of the United States to settle- 
ment 'activity in foe territories 
-occupied by Israel in -1967 ; is well 
known. So, too, is foe position of 
foe r United States supporting a' 
united Jerusalem whose final sta- 
tus is determined .by negotia- 
tions, ” the statement said. 



SCENES FROM THE INTIFADA: With the Palestinian uprising poised to enter its 29th months, the Israeli occupation authorities are steadily tightening their 
grip by stepping up arrests and widening scope of detentions of Palestinians. Photos here show some scenes from the occupied territories (UNRWA photos) 



‘Your life or your jacket 9 — Chicago’s hew problem 


By Sarah Nordgren 

The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — It is a modern 
urban phenomenon in America: 
Kids robbing — and sometimes 
killing — other kids over foe 
hottest designer sneakers, sung- 
lasses or athletic jackets. 

In Chicago alone, four young 
men have died in little more than 
a year in violent confrontations 
over multi-coloured, satiny jack- 
ets, which are splashed with 
athletic team logos across foe 
back. 

On an icy day this past winter, 
an Il-year-old boy was forced to 
hand over his S61 Gym shoes to 
four youths, then walk several 
blocks to his home barefoot, one 
of scores of incidents that occur 
each month, Chicago police say. 

“Kids who try to keep their 
jackets are beaten or kilted,” 
Chicago police commander Sollie 
Vincent said. “It’s a very cold. 


callous frame of mind." 

To combat the problem, 
schools from Baltimore to Miami 
to Los Angeles are failing back 
cm an old idea: Dress codes. 
Some public schools are even 
requiring uniforms, traditionally 
associated with private schools. 

“It’s a definite trend,” said Tim 
Callahan, of the National Asso- 
ciation of State Boards of Educa- 
tion. “If clothing becomes a dis- 
ruption to education, then we 
certainly are supportive of re- 
moving that barrier.” 

“Starter” jackets, foe flashy 
jackets named for foe manufac- 
turer Starter Sportswear Inc., 
have triggered at least four mur- 
ders in Chicago, police said. 

In a grim acknowledgment of 
tbe garment’s popularity, the 
police department last year cre- 
ated a separate category for 
“Starter jacket murders” in its 
citywide statistics. 

Educators say dress codes that 


eliminate some popular items 
and, in some cases, gang colours, 
not only help to stem violence but 
allow students to concentrate on 
learning. 

“We try to discourage children 
from.buying hot items,” says Jim 
Murray, assistant principal at a 
middle school in a troubled Chi- 
cago neighbourhood. “When 
they don’t wear those items to 
school, they don’t have prob- 
lems.” 

Alberta Mitchell, a counselor 
at Hendricks Academy, said a 
new uniform policy instituted at 
the Chicago Public Elementary 
School was “changing attitudes.” 

“We are trying to eliminate the 
problem of children feeling like 
they have to have designer-type 
clothes. It seems to have a calm- 
ing effect,” she said. 

In many of the nation’s largest 
public school districts, dress 
codes are tbe prerogative of indi- 
vidual schools. 


In Baltimore, uniforms are re- 
commended, but not mandatory, 
for elementary school students, 
and a dress code is suggested for 
secondary schools. Educators say 
uniforms now are the norm at 74 
of the city’s 118 elementary 
schools. 

School officials can’t recall any 
crimes over clothing since the 
police was instituted last fall, and 
Baltimore police say foe problem 
virtually has disappeared. 

“It still happens, but not with 
any frequency,” said police 
spokesman Dennis Hill. 

In the next academic year, high 
schools in Detroit will have the 
option of adopting a dress code. 
The new policy by Detroit’s 
board of education was prompted 
in part by foe December shooting 
of a student over his $135 goose- 
down jacket. 

In one New York City neigh- 
bourhood, a high school principal 
earlier this year barred students 


from wearing removable gold 
caps on their teeth, saying the 
faddish caps were robberies wait- 
ing to happen. 

But the new policies have not 
been cheered in all quarters. 

in March, high school students 
in Palmdale, California enraged 
by a new anti-gang dress code, 
boycotted classes and pelted a 
sheriff's patrol car with rocks. 

And there is some support for 
student resistance to the dress- 
code trend. 

Laws allowing schools to re- 
quire unfiorms are “a way of 
Dying to see that all students look 
alike, act alike and think alike,” 
said Jane Whicber, who repre- 
sents the American Civil Liber-' 
ties Union in Illinois. 

“It’s important for children to 
have an appreciation of their own 
individuality as well as the consti- 
tutional values that protect that 
individuality,” she said. 


Requiring uniforms might al 
pose a financial hurdle for t 
poor, Whicher said, but sot 
families are applauding the Den 

“Parents seem to really like t 
idea,” said Shel Erlich, a spok« 
man for the Los Angeles pub 
school system, the natior 
second- largest. “It certainly a 
down the amount of arguing 
the morning over what the ki 
should wear to school.” 
Meanwhile, some parents £ 
imposing their own dress coc 
when schools do not. 

“I have two daughters, one 
senior in high school,” se 
C harles Hill, who heads secur 
for 40 Chicago schools. “\ 
don't entertain the thought ol 
Starter jacket.” 

“We want our kids to ha 
everything,” he said, “but ■ 
don’t want our kids to have son 
thing that endangers tht 
lieves.” 





ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. MR fWEKJHT 
FORWARDING. DOO«-»o 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
ANO. RESERVATIONS. 


. RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 



Thefirat&beft 
CWnese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TMumrey ic MiBaUa 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

■ b:3Q-Midnight 

TeL 63896$ 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-130 pm 
7-30-tL30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Te!:659519 655520 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


OAICOTEL 

||j£l|l|IS 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJD 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near KHo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartapie for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

V 6:30- Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Scrvicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30% iarpmr 


* From mnimrpo- 
mmot 20 x 30 cat 
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Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Agora al ovar B» *orti 

Tel: 8*4000, Pmu 890852 
The 3320$ SESMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 820487 


I'ur*;' 


Oryx Band & 
Oriental Belly-dancer 
Nariman Abboud 

For reservation 
call 660000-15 

*!■ JL 


MOVING 

_ Let AramexAirCai 
I take caie of the wo. 

1 Door to Doc 

| Call the frieno 
I professionals ( 

I 660507 or 6605 
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y OPEC faces credibility 
i question. as prices slide 

? despite output cutback 


By MteSwfias Moore 
Reuter 

GENEVA — Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
ties (OPEC) leaders Friday 
>aced a credibility problem af- 
ter the market greeted their 
promise to cot excess oil out- 
put by dropping prices by Si a 
barrel. 

“Is it really the market or is 
it speculators?” asked OPEC 
President Sadek Boussena of 
Algeria. 

But he and others agreed it 
may take time to convince 
buyers that OPEC, despite a 
recent record of quota viola- 
tions, really would reduce out- 
put by a proposed six per cent. 

Saudi Arabia's oQ minister. 
Hishaci Nszer, said he had 
already given instructions for a 
Saudi cutback. 

“I do not understand the 
negative reaction of the cnar-, 
ket,” he said. 

A glut created by excess 
OPEC production has brought 
world prices down since Janu- 
ary by ‘some 25 per cent, which 
led Boussena to call this week's 
emergency* talks. 

Initial negative reaction to 
the final accord reached on 
Thursday was based partly on 
lack cf detail in the announce- 
ment. 

There was no signed resolu- 
tion, although Boussena noted . 
that signatures had not stopped 
violations in the past. 

Nor did it say how big the 
voluntary cuts being pledged 
fcv individual members wedti 


be. OPEC simply said they 
added up to 1.445 million bar- 
rels per day (BPD) off an 
estimate of total OPEC output 
in April of 23.5 million BPD 
and that they would apply to 
the end of June. 

Officials referred reporters 
'to a Reuter monthly estimate 
of OPEC output and asked 
them to do their own arithme- 
tic. But some ministers indi- 
cated their nation's April out- 
put, from which they were 
cutting, was not quite the same 
as estimated. 

Based oo Reuter figures, 
cuts are indicated by the big 
Gulf producers of about 
430,000 bpd for Saudi Arabia 
and some 400,000 bpd for 
Kuwait. 

Oil industry executives said 
the crucial thing was not the 
small print of the mathematics, 
but whether Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait really do sell appreci- 
ably less oil. 

Nazer told Reuters ra an 
interview: “f have already in- 
structed our companies to im- 
plement the agreement. As 
soon as these instructions 
reach the market, 1 am sure 
that the market will turn 
around.” 

Kuwait has reneged on pre- 
vious pledgese to cut output. 

Its minister. Sheikh Ali Ai 
Khalifa A 1 Sabah, replied “of 
course" Friday when reporters 
asked if be was serious about 
the new accord. 

“The spirit of cooperation 
cozes through the agreement,” 
lie said. Tire market would 
rcaiisc the 13 members were 


cooperating and “eventually... 
prices will respond more 
favourably.” 

Boussena, for his part, 
argues that OPEC is now fac- 
ing a real emergency and that 
fear of prices crashing as they 
did in a 1986 glut to below $10 
per barrel will result in a poli- 
tical resolve to curb produc- 
tion. 

June futures for North Sea 
brent blend, the most widely 
traded crude oil, dropped one 
dollar ou Thursday as 
emerged of the OPEC accord. 
On Friday they eased a gain to 
around $16.35 per barrel. 

Peter Gignoux, a vice- 
president with trading house 
Sbearson Lehman Hutton in 
London, said it was risky to 
forecast where the slide may 
end “but I do not thmk we 
have got another 1986,” 

Russ Hill, a European-based 
trader, said: “A lot of people 
want to see firm evidence of 
OPECs good behaviour.” 

Even then, he ‘added, it 
'might take time for prices to 
rebound because stocks were 
foil and surplus oil produced 
and afloat. It could take six to 
eight weeks before the market 
felt any effect from taps being 
turned down at the wellhead. 

But Geoff Pyne, an energy 
economist with finance house 
UBS-Pbillips and Drew, 
thought OPEC had at least 
“staved off a catastrophe." He 
believed there had beat “a 
knee-jerk reaction in the mar- 
ket.. the agreement was better 
than nothing.” 


&imBt 
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;es meeting 
unresolved 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — The 
Asian Development Bank closed 
its 23rd annual meeting Friday 
with the United States and other 
hidustria! nations split over reple- 
nishing a soft loan fond. 

Washington and Tokyo also 
appeared to be at odds about 
loans to China. 

The disputes, previously been 
confined to behind-the-scenes 
talks, emerged during the three- 
day meeting. 

The . first argument concerns 
the replenishment of the Asian 
Development Fund, the bank's 
soft loan facility. The second 
problem revolves around a re- 
sumption of 5499 million in Asian 
Development Bank loans to 'Chi- 
na. The foans were frozen after 
the Woody June 4 -crackdown in 
China. 

Representatives of France, 
Wes: Germany, Italy and Canada 
called or. the bank to begin 
speedy negotiations to replenish 
the current soft loan fond. The 
United States wants to delay the 
talks. 

3aak estimates say the fond 
wiil run dry by the middle of next 
year. Delegates from the United 
States ssy the fund will not be 
empty for another two years. 

India and China have both 
applied for access to the fond, 
which provides low-interest loans 
to Asia's poorer countries. Endian 
and Chinese officials say money 
from the fond is critical to their 
development plans 2 nd any delay 
would set back their countries' 
progress. 

The United States has opposed 


speedy talks on Asian loans be- 
cause of financial commitments 
to the- World Bank and the re- 
forming economies of Eastern 
Europe. Victor Frank Jr., head of 
the U.S. delegation to the bank, 
said the United States has yet to 
even bade the applications of 
India and China to borrow from 
the fund. 

Loans In China 

The United States and Japan 
appeared to be at loggerheads 
over a resumption of loans to 
China. 

On Thursday, the United 
States ruled out lifting a freeze on 
the loans. But in a speech to the 
bank's members, Japanese Fi- 
nance Minister Ryu taro Hasbi- 
snoto called for a normalisation of 
relations between China and the 
rest of the world, an indication 
.that Japan did not agree with the 
American position. 

Japan was the only industrial- 
ised nation to mention China in 
its speech to bank members. 

Hashimoio said Japan “very 
.Tiucfa hopes that efforts on both 
sides will repair China’s relations 
with the other countries and the 
multilateral institutions as soon as 
possible." 

Later, a Japanese delegate told 
reporters “the important thing is 
cot the sentence itself but the fact 
that China is mentioned in the 
statement.” The delegate cannot 
be identified under briefing rules. 

Bank officials say Japan wants 
loans to recommence because 


Japanese businessmen are ready 
to return to China and pursue 
Japan’s substantial business in- 
terests there. 

They claim Japan is uncon- 
cerned about China's human 
rights record or about the scut- 
tling of its ambitious reform pack- 
age under the leadership of hard- 
line conservative Premier Li 
Peng. 

China says the decision to 
freeze the loans was political and 
thereby constitutes a violation of 
the bank’s charter. 

But Larry Butcher, a State 
De partm e n t official, pointed to 
China’s abando ning of its reform 
programme as the reason for the 
freeze. 

Starting in the summer of 1988, 
China began to dismantle a prog- 
ramme to introduce market 
mechanisms into its state-run eco- 
nomy. 

However, development loans 
to China were only stopped after 
the crackdown in June and a 
deterioration of U.S.-China rela- 
tions ca u sed by the granting of 
asylum to China's top dissident. 
Fang Lizhi, by the U.S. embassy 
in Peking. 

U.S. Deputy Assistant Treas- 
ury Secretary George Folsom 
said the United States would only 
support loans for basic human 
needs for China. In February, the 
World Bank approved two such 
loans for less than $100 million. 

He said a decision on lifting the 
freeze would have to be decided 
"at levels above me." 


Fdmives support 


BONN (R) — West Geran car 
maker B&IW and British acres— 1 ■ 
pace ^roup Roils-Royce Pic won . 
share investor supports on Friday' 
after announcing a joint venture 
in airport engines. 

The deal takes Sayerische 
Motoren Werke AG back to 
basics. Si made aeroengines from 
its founding in 1926 until 1959. its 
distinctive blue and white msraue . 
symbolises a rousting propeller. 

The new venture, announced 
Thursday, wili be based in Cbsr- 
ursel, near Frankfort, and will be 
50.5 per cent owned by BMW 
and the rest by toe British firm. 

BMW said i* was taking over 
the aeroengine activities of 

-Kloeckner-Hamboldt-Deuis 

AG (KHD) to bring into die 
venture. 

BMW shares were up 12 
Dfiutscbwnnrks. ($7.14) towards 
the close cf business ou tize 
Frankfurt bourse Friday at 616 
marks ($366.65). 

In London, shares in Rolls- 


Royce. which is no longer related 
to luxury car maker Rolls-Royce 
Motors Cars Ltd., were up 
around five pence ($0.8) at mid- 
day at £2 ($3.30). 

Many stock analysts were in- 
itially puzzled by BMW’s foray 
into the aircraft engine field, 
seeing it as an abrupt change in 
its previous diversification 
strategy. 

BMW currently bolds stakes in 
several smaller companies, in- 
cluding ones in the electronics 
and software businesses. 

But other analysts said BMW's 
choice of Rolls-Royce Pic as part- 
ner in the aeroengine field was a 
wise move. 

“It gives them an opportunity 
to get their hand in this sector 
without devoting an inordinate 
amount of management time.” 
said Stephen Reitman of UBS 
Philips and Drew in London. 

Rolls-Royce is one of the three 
biggest aeroengine producers, af- 
ter United Technologies Corp's 


■ Pratt and Whitney subsidiary and 
General Electronic Company. 

The BMW-Rolls Royce ven- 
ture will not aim to compete at 
that level. It will develop and 
p roduce engines for short-haul 
aircraft sealing between .75 and 
110 people. 

A BMW spokesman declined 
to say how much toe company 
hud paid for KHD’s aeroengine 

division, which hac annual 

of around 170 million marks 
($101 million) and employs about 
900 people. 

It supplies jet engines and high 
speed transmissions for toe aeros- 
pace industry, inchxilina compo- 
nents to French jet engine manu- 
facturing Snecma. 

BMW said it exp e c ts total in- 
vestments of up to one billion 
marks ($560 minion) over the 
next 10 years in the venture. A 
spokesman said Rolls Royce 
would bring know-how to toe 
venture and therefore probably 
less of the inve stment. 


IMF, World Bank start their semi-annual meeting 

Bankers slam U.S. debt 
strategy, call for changes 



WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
A worldwide banking group 
warned Thursday that banks 
would not put up money to back 
toe U.S. strategy for attacking 
toe Hard World’s trillion dollar 
debt mountain unless changes 
were made. 

“If they want us in the game, 
they better think about enhancing 
(its attractiveness),** Barry F. 
Sullivan, cha ir ma n of the Insti- 
tute of International Finance, 
told a news conference. 

His wanting came as economic 
policymakers from more than 150 
nations began to arrive here for 
the semi-annual meeting of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank starting 
Friday. They continue until Tues- 
day. 

The institute, which counts 
most of world’s big banks as its 
members, complained that the 
world's 15 larged debtor nations 
were behind on their payments to 
the banks by more than $18 bil- 
lion. 

Weakens the system 

“Toleration of arrears to 
banks... weakens toe (world’s 
financial system,” said Sullivan, 
who is also chairman and chief 
executive officer of the first 
National Bank of Chicago. 

Bankers are particularly in- 
censed that the IMF has pressed 
ahead with the new debt plan 
without waiting for developing 
nations to bring their payments to 
the banks up to date. 

The year-old strategy, the 
brain-child of U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady, calls 
for big redactions in the bank 
debt mid interest rate costs of 
Third World nations which carry 
out tough economic reforms. 

U.S. policymakers have hailed 
the plan as a great success. 

“We’ve made a real dent in 
trying to reduce the burden on 
Third World countries,” Brady 
told a conference Wednesday. 

The increasing arrears are a 
major worry to both banks and 
governments. The problem of 
what to do about in te r est owed to 
the fund could further delay an 
effected $60 btQion increase in 
the fund’s re so u rces. That money 


American 
unemployment 
rate edges up 

WASklNGTON (AP) — The 
nation’s unemployment rate 
edged up to 5.4 per cent in April, 
the highest level in more than a 
year, toe go v e rnm ent said Friday.' 

The cmfian jobless rate as me- 
asured by a household survey was 
up from the S.2 pet cent reg- 
istered in March. Before that, the 
unemployment rate had held 
steady at 5.3 per cent for nine 
months. 

The last time toe jobless rate 
reached 5.4 peT cent was Septem- 
ber 1988. 

The number of new jobs cre- 
ated edged op only slightly, with 
a net gain of 64,000. There would 
have been a decline, had not 
78,000 temporary census workers 
been hired. 

The labour department’s sur- 
vey of employers, from which the 
job growth figure is derived, is 
often considered a more reliable, 
indicator of economic activity 
than the household survey from 
which the overall unemployment 
rate is calculated. 

The nation’s manufacturing 
sector, which has been in a dump 
for months, continued to falter as 
factory jobs fell by 22,000. 

Meanwhile, the service sector, 
which has been carrying the eco- 
nomy, added 179,000 jobs but 
that was artificially bolstered with 
the census workers jobs. 

Labour costs, which have been 
speeding upward and are blamed 
for worsening the nation’s infla- 
tion problems, continued to in- 
crease, although moderately, to- 
day’s report showed. 

Average hourly earnings post- 
ed a 0.3 per cent rise in April to 
$9.95, up from the $9.52 the 
average worker earned an hour in 
March. 

Some analysts had predicted 
that if April's labour costs rose by 
a sizable chunk, it mig ht p ro m p t 
the Federal Reserve (FED) to 
raise interest rates in an effort to 
hold down inflation. The FED’i 
next meet in g is May 15. >• 

However, economists noted 
that at least part of last mouth’s 
rise in labour costs was due to the 
April 1 increase in the minmnun 
wage, which went from $3.35 an 
hour to $3.85. 

The labour department’s 
household survey showed that 
overall, total civilian employment 
declined slightly to 118.1 millio n 
b ApriL. The job l e s s numbered 
6.8 unBhm, up from the 6.5 mil- 
lion out-of-work Americans in 


is wanted for loans to help coun- 
tries both in the Thnti World and 
Eastern Europe. : > 

So far uo sympathy with the 
bank's problem has appeared 
among the governments. Some of 
their leaders have complained 
that the banks are not making 
enough new loans. 

A decision on both the arrears 
to the fund and the new contribu- 
tions to its resources may come at 
the semi-annual meetings. 

Sullivan said that the fund used 
to insist that borrowers keep up 
to date on their debts to hanfa 
but gave up the practice about a 
year ago. That was when major 
governments were becoming 
more sympathetic to die idea of 
reducing Third World debt. 

Early last year. President 
George Bush announced his 
readiness to forgive $1 bflJion 
worth of debts owed to toe Un- 
ited States by the poorest coun- 
tries. 

Major debtor? to banks are 
mostly the larger and more 
prosperous countries of Latin 
America. Argentum was farthest 
behind in its interest payments: 
$6.15 billion in March. Brazil was 
second, $5.3 billion behind in its 
payments. 

The back interest owed to the 
fund is due largely from African 
countries, few of which have been 
able to borrow much from banks. 
Sudan, about 1.2 billion behind, 
is toe most i mp ort a nt, followed 
by Zambia and Peru. 

Peru is the only country on 
both lists. 

Rosy outlook 

No recession is in sight for 
industrial countries, things are 
looking up in the Third-World for 
toe first half of toe 1990s and 
Eastern Europe could become a 
source of dynamism for the 
world. 

The IMF’s semi-annual “world 
economic outlook,” published 
Thursday, projected a rosy future 
— provided governments carry 
out the kind of policies it wants to 
see: lower budget deficits, ba- 
lanced world trade, privatisation 
of gov ernm ent-owned business. 

It foresees world production 


g ro win g by 2.25 per cent this year' 
and rebounding to last year’s 
three per cent ip 1991 — though 
not to die four per cent of 1988, 
Japan leads the growth parade of 
the major industrial countries 
with 4.4 per cent this year and 4.2 
per cent in 1991. 

For 1990 West Germany, 
should be in second place with 3.5 
per cent but yield that position to 
France and’ Canada with an ex- 
pected 3.1 per cent in 1991. 

Officials warned, however, 
that their figures could not take 
fell account of German unifica- 
tion. German forecasts see that as 
a sharp spur to growth. 

The United States, the world’s 
biggest economy, is expected to 
lag behind with a L7 per cent 
increase this year and 2.3 per cent 
next year. 

The fund classes only 22 coun- 
tries among its 152 members as 
industrial- 

In the Third World it lumps 
east Asian “tigers” like South 
Korea with laggards in Africa and 
Latin America as developing 
countries. It saw their production 
as rising 4.5 per cent next year 
and then by 1995 to toe five per 
cent level of the 1970s, 

“The increase in growth pro- 
jected for these countries rests 
heavily .on the assumption that 
adjustment policies are successful 
■ in bringing down inflation and 
improving the climate for 
domnestic savings and invest- 
ment,” the report said. 

But I saw little scope for Africa 
to recoup its losses of income in 
the 1980S- 

The fund's rosiest forecast was 
for Asia — 8.7 per cent by next 
year, despite a downward revi- 
sion for China. 

It also foresaw a marked im- 
provement in growth rates for 
Eastern Europe, though toe un- 
certainties ol recent changes and 
toore to cook made it wary of 
exact projections. 

“With their relatively skilled 
work forces, the countries of 
Eastern Europe could emerge as 
a source of dynamism for Europe 
and, to a lesser extent, for the 
world economy,” it said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, May 3, 1990 
Central Bask official rotes 


U.5. dollar 
Pood Stattcg 
D cwtlmi aric 


Bar Scfl 

669.0 673.0 
1095.9 1102.4 

397.1 399.5 


Swiss franc 359.6 y? 4 

French franc 118A 119.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 423.8 4263 

Pstdi guilder 353.I 3553 

Swedish (Town 109.6 110.3 

Italian Bn (for J00) 54.2 J43 

Belgian franc (for 10) 192.4 193.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are toe buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6465/75 

1.1660/70 

1.6800/05 

1-8885/95 

1.4540/45 

34.60/65 

5.6300/50 

1230/1231 

158.75/85 

6.0915/65 

6.5065/5115 

6.3715/65 

371.50/372.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



WORLD STOCK 


By Reuters 

Unta M 01 * 18 *- Hie Nikkei Index dosed at 
30.173.64 Wednesday, up 483.81 points. 

“ The AH Ordinaries Index lost 6.7 to 1,461.2 in thin, 
directionless trade. 

The Hang Seng Index lost 7.64 to 2,946.97 in 
^^ 3 ^Si 5 ,VeSt015 k ** dD * " sccoad4ine brokers 

SWGAF(»E — Prterore across toe board. The Straits Times 
Industrial Index gained 13.99 points to 1,479.88. 

BOMBAY — Share prices dosed lower in volatile trading, 
marked by alternate boots of speculative buying and selling. The 
Bombay Stock Exchange Index ended 3.11 down at 776.11. 

FRANKFURT — Foreign investors, relieved as the prospect of a 
big nationwide strike faded, jumped bade into the market. The 
Dax index gained 31.10 to 1,912.89. 

ZURICH — The All-Share Swiss Performance Index gained 12.6 
to 1,076 in lively trading after a good perfo rm ance by insurance 
company stocks. 

PARIS — Shares dosed slightly firmer but Thomson-CSF plunged 
as dealers reacted to yesterday's announcement that it wold be hit 
by military spending cuts. The CAC40 index dosed at 2,102.64. 

LON DON — - Sha res re maine d sharply hi g hl y to wards the dose 
tarijlipped from the day’s highs ou disappointment that Wan 
Street dm not maintain an early advance. The FTSE Index rose 
24,5 to 2,159.4. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks showed tittle overall change at 
midday after bfaw chips gam: up early gam. Stocks at toe 
opening on an tmexpecteefiy small rise in jobs. The Dow was 
down three at 2693. 


CO 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY May 5, 1990 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Camti FOghter Rrmteton, 

ENERAL TENDENCIES: In- 

n^nn. «ii)i a broad winch to handle it. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In- 
fluential persons with a broad 
scope to their thinkin g will be 
wilting to assist yxm today so forget 
that it is a weekend and go ahead 
with your project. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take it easy and don’t uy'B5£put 
ideas into motion (taring the morn- 
ing but the evening ably finds you 
handling and attending die practic- 
al "T 1 ** involved. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to" May 20) 

Don’t let a secret concern keep you 

from doing umiwial morning pur- 
suits whfle later yoa win be able to 
make big advances in your person- 
al affairs. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) An 
impulsive companion can get yon 
in trouble in the morning if you 
allow but later yon can advise a 
working by which to put 

your ambitions across. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
Jnjy 21) Shy away from a deman- 
ding official in the morning while 
at night you can get togeth er wit h 
good friends for an interesting 
time. - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t 
try to get into any new venture in 
the morning but await until ni ght 
before you get into the various 
woriefly activities of importance to 
you. 

VIRGO: (Angust 22 to Septe m ber 
22) An argument about an obliga- 
tion in (he morning is strongly 
disadvised but later you are in the 
mood to go onto and work it out on 
practial tines. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) An outride matter has yon all 
worked up in the morning if you 
permit so keep poised and at night 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Norem- 
ber 21) Ease away from ah angry 
ftf^nriatw .for it will u ofc be tin 
afternoon that you can reaefran 
accord that » beneficial -lo yonr 
joint effort. . . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
December 21) Don't commit you- , 
self to an expensive pleasure ™ the 
morning and you find later 4jat 
you f" arrange to hsve a-nmch 
'better time at leas expense.^ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. ‘to 
January 20) Soothe a- datafcst 
family member's agitation early 
pnd later you find these win be 
considerable happiness foryeobd- 
heath your own roof. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 fpFebnz-- 
sry 19) Use more than' averager 
care ou the highway, early bat kter. 
you will be able to to be-off to pay 
visits and calls and everything - 
should go smoothly. 

PISCES: (February March 
20) If you have iafoan gfiofr i-yin ; 
wish to gamer in some usual activ- 
ity to make it more productive this 
is a good time to jom.jrifiei ilu-stt ‘ 
doing. : 

Today’s cfafld; If your chfld^werc 
born today be or she wffl .cnjoy 
many opportunities .ftady'en, tor 
make big headway in ttfeybccausc 

of an innate generosity and A mag- . 
namnri ty of spirit that predomm- 
ates this chads nature, This prog-" 
eny, mote than most, needs con- . 
siderable praise and eoooiirage: as 
their life unfolds, from caring 
beam. 

“T&e stars impel, they do not j 
compel." What you makeofyoor I 
life is largely op 



THE Daily Crossword * 


Goorgm Urquhvt 


ACROSS 
1 Spotted cavy 
5 Phase 
9 Monastery 

14 Lab substance 

15 By way of 

16 Delineate 

17 Merciless 

19 King of Crete 

20 Pipe Joint 


22 Baby's walk 

23 Return to 
public view 

26 Watches 

27 Fighting 
29 Mistakes 
31 Moves with 

little effort 

33 Pivot 

34 Bakery Item 
37 Dispatching 
39 Shakespeare 


41 45 Inches 

42 Secular 

44 Unilateral In 


mjfwur 

45 Plasterboard 
need 

47 Regions 

48 USA wont 
abbr. 

51 Floor cover 
53 Cotton print 
56 Sale condition ' 
56 Music type 

59 Open-mashed 
material 

60 Deadlock 

62 Racetracks 

63 WwK hart 

64 Charles' pet 
66 Adjust the 

alarm 

66 Bows 

67 Autocrat 


n «■■■ a uiij 

■HUHaSSBSM 


■■■■a lain Saw 
■■■■a •■■■aiicaa 


HHHBB 


u waBiBi 

ana^ffiiy 




7 Pencil ends % 

8 Piece 

9 Vapor prefix 

10 Wedding VIPs 

11 Pass beak ~ 

■ and Toith 

12 Orly school 

13 Affirmatives 
IB With gusto 
22 Speckled and 

rainbow 

24 Bridge seat 

25 Woody's -son 

27 Land measure 

28 Implement 
30 Practice 

32 — attention 


« Paate Sehn dr 


Bnnn nnnm nri^Ti! 
PHPS nnnnn nrtr*r?j| 
nnnnnnmtnnnnnnn ! 
;nnn nnnn nnnnn \\ 

! nnn nnnn \: 

ngnnnn nnnn rum 
nnnnn nnnn nrcnn 

nnnn nnnn nramra I 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
„ nnnn nnn I 
nnnn nnn 
nngnnnnnnrannnnn 

nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
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SportJnJtoytransmltsAiOS 

LONDON; (R) •—•-A fbotbaBrrcangfar t£c AIDS virus when be 
: coffidci ^th an infected player on the pitch, .according to a group 
ofisaMan doctors writing in a British medical weekly.. In a letter 
■ po bfete d ro: tfrc r Lffoetj they said that during- a match last 
25-year-old man humped into another player, a drag 
user fcno^to have tht HIV vin» which causes AIDS. Both bled 
heavily from'seyera in^es around the eyebrows. The first man 
vhaWxasniHVtteg^lvc ayearprevioasiy bat two months after the 
incident he was found to. be positive. Doctors concluded that be 
; was infected during has collision oh thr pitch sinc e nothing in his 
behaviour, indicated that he could have picked op die vims 
rise Wbcre .Brilbh AIDS expen. Dr. Donald Jeffries of London’s 
St. Mary*ijJospital, said it appeared to be the first time flbe virus 
. had beeo transtnitted through a sports injury. 

Moreseedstose in W. Germany 

MUNICH, West Germany (AP) — Aaron Krick stein of the 
XJnited States and Cart-Uwe Steeb of West Germany became the 
latest seeded players to £aQ ax the BMW Open men's tennis 
toamamenr, : losing in the second round Thursday. Krickstem. 
seeded second, was. ousted 6-2, 7-6 by 69th-ranked CzechorikivaJc 
Karel Novacek, Steeb, s eeded fifth, was downed 7-5, 64 by 
compatriot and Davb Cup teammate Jens Woehrmann, ranked 
77th in the world. Jim Courier of the United States, the no. 4 seed 
who .advanced to quarterfinals Wednesday, is the only seed 
remaining in the 5277,500 tournament. Top-seeded Stefan 
Edbeig of -Sweden bowed out in the second round Wednesday 
and third seed Michael Chang of die United States was beaten in 
first-round play Monday. In other second-round action, Pet 
Korda of Czechoslovakia downed Kevin Curren of the United 
States 7-5, 6-1 and Swedish qualifier Christian Bergstroent 
-defeated West German Udo Riglcwski 6-1. 4-6. 6-0. Kjftcfcstein 
said a two-day break between his first- and second-round matches 
spoiled his rhythm; He mid he also bad trouble with the blustery 
conditions J'tovaeefc, relyingw a heavy serve, also proved to be a 
difficult opponent. 

Rosset eliminates Sanchez 

MADRID. Spain (AP) — Third-seeded Emilio Sanchez Vicario 
of Spain became the second top player to fall early at the 19th 
Madrid Grand Prix tennis tournament Thursday, losing to Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the second round. Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador, seeded second in the $279,000 tournament, 
advanced to the quarter-finals after rallying to beat Diego Perez 
of Uruguay 3-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-0. Sanchez Vicario, the world's 
seventh-ranked player after his recent victory over West German 
ace Bom Becker in Monaco, seemed at the top of his game until 
he^ran intothc47th-ranked Rosset, who scored 18 service winners 
and was broken only mice. Top seed Jay Berger of the United 
States lost his opening match- Tuesday, leaving Gomez favoured 
to take hb second-straight Spanish tournament after winning the 
Count of Godo tourney in Barcelona. In the quarter-finals. 
Rosset was to face Spaniard Marcos Gorriz. Gorriz defeated 
Jerome Poitier, who forfeited because of an eye injury midway 
through their match. Poitier had won the first set 6-4 and was 
loting the second -4-5. 

Raab wins lOthlegin mass sprint 

LEON. Spain (AP) -— East German sprint specialist Uwe Raab 
won the 10th leg of the 45th Tour oi Spam cycling race Thursday, 
beating out the main pack in a mass dash to the finish line. 
Spaniard Jffian Gorospe remains the overall leader of the 22-stage 
race, winch wa& dominated Thursday by word that Belgian rider 
Nico Emonds had failed: an anti-doping test. Emends denied 
t^ku^the^sofaibhpd substance allegedly present in his urine and 
Ins team asked ; for a second analysis. Raab covered the 230 
kilometres (142iniJes) C/bhiPenaranda DeBracamonte in 5 hours 
..and 20 minutes. . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 
C W» trtBuru WMM Itomctt. toe.' 


SLIP ONE. KNIT TWO! 


Both vuhierabfe. South deals. 

. NORTH . 

* K Q 10 9 7 5 

• . .9 J io. . ; - 

O A 7.4 3 

> Q ' 

WEST -EAST 

*3864*32;... 

7 53 V K <7* 8 2 .' 

0Q1G9 65 O-KJftZ 
* 36 * 10 5 

SOOTH 
• * A 
7A764 
0 YoU 

♦ AX 9 8 7 4 3 2 
The bidding: 

South Wert ' North East 

1 * - Pas* . I * P«* 

2 <7 Pasi 2 * Pms - 

4 > Pass "40 - P«*s 

6 * P«s. . P*** 

Opening lead: Six of * 

’ * Wc are indebted to 5th Cohimo, 
published by District 5 of the Amer- 
ican Contract Bridge League, Tor 
today's band. The bidding was not 
given, but it might have gone as 
shown. 

. Since a jump to three clubs would 

. not be fotcingi South creates a one- 
round force by rebidding at the 
r two-level in a suit ranking higher 
than his original strain. ' North’s" 
' four dinmondsis a cue-bid implying 


dub tolerance, and six dubs nicely 
- expresses the playing strength of 
South's hand. 

' Any plain-suit lead 'would have 
made declarer's life easy. South 
would win in hand, dear the ace of 
spades, enter dummy with the queen 
of tramps and take three heart dis- 
cards on the ace of diamonds and 
king-queen of spades. That would 
guarantee the slam as long as clubs 
were no worse than 3-1 and spades 
4-2, or if the band with four trumps 
ruffed the third round of spades. 
And if spades broke 3-3, declarer 
would red in an overt rick. 

The trump lead,' however, re- 
moved declarer’s only entry to the 
table before it could serve a useful 
purpose, since the -ace of spades 
blocked the run -of that suiL To take 
. a heart discard on the ace of dia- 
monds would serve little purpose, 
since declarer would still be strand- 
ed with two losers in that suit. 

There was a very elegant counter 
available, and declarer found it. Af- 
ter winning the first trick in dummy, 
declarer cashed the ace of diamonds 
and discarded the ace of. spades 
from hand? The king and queen of 
spades were (hen cashed for two 
heart pitches and, «lben both lived, 
declarer fulfilled his contract, losing 
only a heart trick. 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 



? NaWla Obeid In 

THE DANCER & 
THE POLITICIAN 

< (Arabic) 

Pafoenssceri &38, 6:15. 830,' 1038 . 


& 
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Mohammad At Saleh smiles after winning A1 Rum- 
man MU cQmb race while Hb Majesty prepares for 


Al Saleh 
wins Al . 
Rumman 
race 

By Manem Fakh&ari 

SpedsJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hb Majesty King 
Hussein Friday participated along 
with 43 c om p e t i tors in Al Rum- 
man bill climb race in a Mercedes 
car. His Majesty clocked the 

three-kilometre race distance in 
2:2.00 minutes equalling hb re- 
cord time last year, and recording 
a speed of 126 kilometres per 
hour in the climb. 

The first place in the race went 
to Mohammad Al Saleh since Hb 
Majesty's participation in the 
race was an honorary contribu- 
tion. Saleh’s total-time m the race 
was 4:11.86 minutes for the best 
two rounds out of three. This was 
Saleh's second participation in 
the race. 

The second place in the race 
was occupied by Haitham Al 
Mufti in 4:24.16 minutes followed 
by George Kbayyat m the third 
place in 4:24.45 minutes. Issa 
Halab i came in tbe fourth place, 
Hassan Al Tabaa in the fifth 
while the sixth place went to 
Hassan Ala'uddin, the seventh to 
Sinan Al Saoudi, the eighth to 
Ghaith Bilbeisi, the ninth to 
George Lama and the tenth to 
Tareq Al Tabaa’. 

The race was attended by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein, 
Their Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein, Princess 
Alia Al Ftasal, Princess Alia Bint 
Al Hussein and a number of 
princes and the Royal family 
members. 

Hb Majesty King Hussein cal- 
led in a [ness statement to give 
the opportunity to qualified 
youth to participate in realties 


ARMCHAIR SET FOR SALE 


A Scandinavian-made armchair set, belonging to a 
foreign family. is offered for sale. . * 

Pis. call tel. 689780 from 9:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m. 






Ms honorary participation (Photo by Yousef Al 
Allan). 



RATEB AL DAOUD, captain of Al Ramtba Club, 
receives the cup from His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hnssein who deputised for Hb 
Mqjesty in the Cup Winners Cup soccer cham- 
pionship. Al Ramtha beat Al FazsaO 3-0 In the 
£dd Friday at Al Hnssein Youth City (Photo 
by Abdallah Ayyonb) 



TEACHERS NEEDED 

Physical education 
English — native speakers 
Art 

Experience preferred 

Call 677534, Monday — Thursday, 9 a.m. — 11 a.m. 



A FOREIGN MAID NEEDED 

To work for a Jordanian family and live with them. 

For Information pis. calf tel. 621807 


Furnished Roof Apartment For Rent 


Consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon 
and sitting room, central heating & telephone, left & 
garage, super deluxe furniture, very good panor-* 
ama on four sides. Jabel Amman 5th Circle. 

For more details call 
Tel: 615108 — 610871 


O GOETHE-INSTITUT 
AMMAN 

German Language Courses 

Registration: 5/5/1990 
from 9-12 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. 
course duration 8 weeks: 8/5 until 1/7/1990 
4 times weekly 90 minutes - Saturday. Sunday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday 
course fees: J.D. 30 

For further Information please call: 641993 
Saturday through Wednesday from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
and Wednesday 4-6 pan. 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


SECRETARY WANTED 
FOR AN AMERICAN 
REGIONAL OFFICE 


An American regional office in Amman is 
looking for a foreign executive secretary to 
work part-time. 

Please send C.V. with recent photo to 
P.O. Box 35251, Jabal Amman. 

NOTE: All applications will be dealt with In strict 
cofldence. 


REQUIRED 


Full-time sales representative in Amman. 

3 years minimum experience in sales, 

Must have a car. Good command of the English 
language essential. * 

Good salary and commission. 

Call 636399 Amman 


FOR RENT 

Villa in a unique and quiet neighbourhood 4th Circle, 
Mithqal Al-Faiz St. No. 55 opposite Petra News 
Agency. 

2-storey, 4 bklrooms, 3 baths, 4 large terraces, 
3 reception areas, 1 dining, 2 fitted kitchens, 
garage, large garden, central T.V. antenna and 
security system. Fully deluxe furnished suitable 
for a diplomatic residence. 

Contact tel: 646211 


Kentucky Derby 
kicks off today 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (R) — 
The 116th Kentucky Derby 
Saturday has a horse for just 
about anyone’s taste from smart 
businessman down to the little 
gay. 

The jockey for 7-5 favourite 
Summer Squall should perhaps 
be wearing pin-striped silks as he 
takes hb charge around the 1-1/4 
mile (two kilometres) course at 
Chur chill Downs with the hopes 
of a 28-member investing syndi- 
cate riding on him. 

Summer Squall is the smallest 
horse in the 16-strong field but 
has earned some big returns for 
hb investors, winning S 640,000 — 
more than any others of the derby 
hope fob. 

Second favourite Mister Fris- 
ky, at 8-5, has won the most 
races, 16 from 16, 13 of them in 
Puerto Rico. 

He b bidding to become the 
fifth thoroughbred in derby his- 
tory to finish tbe race with hb 
winning record unscathed. 

If the 20-1 shot Pendleton 
Ridge — winless in three starts — 
captures the “run for tbe roses 1 ’, 
be will be the first to break hb 
maiden at the derby since brok- 
er’s tip did it in 1933. 

The bargain-basement horse in 
the field b 12-1 chance Silver 
Ending, bought by trainer Ron 
McAnally for just $1,300. 

McAnally, who b paying more 
for hb derby tickets and hotel 
room than he did for hb horse, b 
best known for seeing the merits 
of another bargain — the Great 
John Henry. 

Under McAnaily’s care, the 
legendary gelding won seven 
eclipse awazds as the top horse of 
the year and earned $6.6 milli on 
after being bought for just $1,100 
as a yearling. 

Summer Squall's slight edge as 
the favourite may have been cut 
back a bit by drawing the 14th 
poll position. Mister Frisky, who 
will be ridden by Gary Stevens — 
winner of the 1988 derby with 
winning colours — will break 
from the fifth spot. 

Summer Squall's jockey will be 
Pat Day, looking for hb first 
derby victory in seven attempts. 


The advantage for a speedster 
in the number one post position 
will likely be lost on Dr. Bobby 
A., a 50-1 bet in the early betting 
line. 

The same goes for misnamed 
Killer Diller, who drew the 
second position and is also an 
early 50-1 bet. Pendleton Ridge 
will come out of the third gate. 

Trainer D. Wayne Lukas, who 
has saddled 14 derby contenders, 
winning once with winning col- 
ours, will send three more hope- 
fob on to the track Saturday. 
Land Rush, Power Lunch and 
Real Cash were set at 8-1 bets. 

Lukas said thb year’s field has 
better horses than those of the 
past couple of years and 
cautioned against placing too 
much emphasis on the early odds 
or on the abitity to change tactics 
in tbe derby. 

“We get a false favourite be- 
cause of the media and the adver- 
tising campaign. Thb b going to 
be a race of position. I don’t think 
you can make many adjustments 
in thb type of race with thb much 
quality.” 

"Remember they’re creatures 
of habit. They will not reverse 
their habit. ’’ Lukas said. 


TIMES 

Tel: 657171 


J- j|3| 

/many villas and A 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT A SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waei Real Estate 
Tel: 818809, 8106SS 


REQUIRED 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES FOR 
SAUDI ARABIA 

We are a large U.S. based multinational highly 
diversified company manufacturing & marketing 
a vast variety of well known consumer and 
industrial products with annual sales of over 12 
billion U.S. dollars and are in need of the 
following: 

1. INDUSTRIAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

With a minimum of 3 years experience in 
selling into the industrial market and should 
hold a B.A, degree. 

2. TRAFFIC CONTROL SALES REPRESENTA- 
TIVE 

With a minimum of 3 years experience and 
should hold a civil engineering or a B.A. 
degree. 

3. STATIONARY AND CONSUMER SALES REPRE- 
SENTATIVE 

With a minimum of 3 years experience in the 
stationary business and should be a universi- 
ty graduate. 

4. TELECOMMUNICATIONS SALES EGINEER 

He should be a graduate telecommunications 
engineer with minimum of 5 years of profes- 
sional sales experience. 

Qualifications: 

Applicants for all the above jobs should be: 

— U.S. or U.K. university graduates. 

— Fluent in Arabic and English. 

— 25-30 years of age. 

The successful 'candidates will be based in 
Riyadh and will be required to travel extensively 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Please send application including C.V., 
references and a recent photograph to: 

P.O. Box 815411 
Amman - Jordan 
Attn.: Mr. Saad 


* 



Cinema 

NUOUM 

Tel: 67SS71 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 















Ruling party suffers 
sweeping I 




-4J.K. local elections 


LONDON (AP) — Prime Minister Margaret 
*3 Thatcher’s Conservatives suffered s t u nnin g defeats 
>b an local elections, going down across the country to 
s ! the socialists’ strongest performance since she won 
“.power 11 years ago. 


£>. But the Conservatives averted 
m the root forecast in opinion polls 
.it before the elections. The Labour 
5s Parly had tried to turn the cam- 
i3 paign into a referendum on 
Thatcher's third term and an un- 
re popular new local tax. 
ta. “The result of the referendum 
re is a defeat for the government, a 
± smashing win for Labour," said 
t* Bryan Gould, a Labour Party 
ji campaign manager. “We’re de- 
ii lighted.” 

Thatcher, however, was un- 
3* daunted. She proclaimed the re- 
st suits were “a very good base from 
m which to go on to win the next 
m general election.” 
tc “Overall, the opinion polls 
u have been confounded,” the 
al prime minister said Friday m a 
morning-after interview with 
Press Association, Britain’s 
w domestic news agency. 
s Though it won control in 10 
£ new local councils. Labour lost to 
t the Conservatives in the London 
i* borough of Ealing, where Labour 
° Party leader Neil Kinnock makes 
g> his home. 

Gould dismissed that loss. ‘T 
■ft am sure Neil's residence in Ealing 
ff is extremely welcome to his im- 
f mediate neighbours, 'bat I don’t 
n chink it is a big factor in terms of 
u 


people’s voting preferences,” he 
said. 

For the first time James Cal- 
laghan’s Labour government lost 
power to Mrs. Thatcher in 1979, 
the socialist party made signifi- 
cant gains in Britain’s prosperous 
south, considered a Conservative 
stronghold. 

The Conservatives, in deep 
trouble over the economy and the 
so-called poll tax, lost control of a 
clutch of previously safe southern 
English towns, including Port- 
smouth, Torbay and GiSha^iam.. 

They failed to gain ground in 
northern England and remained 
virtually wiped out in Scotland. 

With results declared early Fri- 
day from 192 of the 201 local 
council races. Labour had won 
control in 10 new areas, giving it 
the majority of 89 councils. The 
Conservatives, who had control- 
led 60 councils, lost 12 of them 
and gained four, giving the Tories 
a total of 52 councils. 

The third-running centrist So- 
cial and liberal Democratic Party 
lost three councils and gained 
two. No party had overall control 
in the rest of the races. 

After 192 councils were de- 
clared. a tally by the Press Asso- 
ciation showed the Tories with a 


net loss of 205 seats while Labour 
gained 303 seals. The centrists 
and minor parties, except the 
Scottish Nationalists and the 
Greens, aQ had net losses. 

A computer analysis by the; 
British Broadcasting Corp. ‘ 
(BBC) showed an 11 per cent 
swing in most of the country 
against the government since 
1987 — the year Thatcher won her 
third term. That 11 per cent 
would be enough to give Labour 
a’ comfortable win in a general 
election. 

But the Conservatives had 
feared even worse results. Pre- 
election opinion polls had fore- 
cast a root, which (fid not quite 
occur. National polls showed the 
Tories trailing by 20 p e rc e nta ge 
points. 

“Not a marvelous result, but 
.certainly not the disaster that was 
being predicted,” said Environ- 
ment Secretary Chris Patten, the 
cabinet minister in charge of the 
poll tax. “...It’s the massacre that 
didn’t happen.” 

The latest Gallup poll, pub- 
lished Friday in London’s pro- 
Conservative newspaper die Dai-' 
ly Telegraph, showed just 23 per 
cent of the voters are satisfied 
with Thatcher’s performance in 
office. It was die worst rating for 
any British leader mce opinion 
polling began some 50 years ago. 

Thatcher’s ratings he pw slid- 
ing a year ago as inflation rose 
and die g ov ernm ent raised .in- 
terest rates. The inflation has 
continued unchecked. 


Caramanlis elected Greek president 


■j- ATHENS (AP) — Parliament 
° narrowly elected elder statesman 
Constantine Car amanlis Friday ip 
the largely ceremonial post of 
' r president. 

1 Caramanlis, a six-time premier 
' 1 and former president, is Greece's 
fifth head of state since democra- 
cy was restored in 1974 after a 
military dictatorship. 

Caramanlis won 153 votes cf 
the 299 cast to be elected to a 
five-year term. He had needed at 
least 151 votes, an absolute 
majority in the 300-member par- 
liament. 


Mongolian 
president 
in China 


.! PEKING (R) — Mongolian Pres- 
ident Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat, 
accused by oppositison groups of 
turning his back on a national 
crisis, arrived in China Friday for 
the first top-level talks between 
the Communist neighbours in 28 
years. 

The 47-year-old president, who 
is making his first foreign tour 
since taking office in March, was 
greeted bv a 21-gun salute in 
■Peking’s Tiananmen Square. 

Before he left Ulan Bator to fly 
across the Gobi Desert, a coaliti- 
on of opposition groups said he 
should delay his visit because of a 
national crisis. 

, “Qwia’s leaders object to our 
-democratic reforms. Contradic- 
tions between the leaders could 
.hurt the traditional friendship of 
the two peoples,” said a joint 
statement by seven democratic 
opposition groups. 

While Mongolia’s Democracy 
Movement has wrung concession 
after concession from the author- 
ities in Ulan Bator, China re- 
sponded to demands for more 
freedom by sending the army into 
Peking to crush mass demonstra- 
tions last June. 

Partly inspired by the collapse 
of communism in Eastern 
Europe, Mongolia’s opposition 
sprang to life in December and 
won a pledge of free parliamen- 
tary elections in late July after 
nearly 70 years of monolithic 
Communist rule. 

Recently the authorities have 
adopted a tougher-sounding line 
towards opposition demands. 

Activists launched a protest 
hunger strike last Saturday and 
opposition sources in Ulan Bator 
said Friday that five were in 
hospital in the northern town of 
Moron. 

Opposition sources and resi- 
dents said 200 people were on 
sit-down strike in Moron's central 
square and 400 people in Ulan 
Bator's central square. 

The opposition Mongolian 
Democratic Assentation (MDA) 
cairi there were rallies and sit- 
down protests in 14 of the 18 
provinces in sympathy with the 
hanger strikers, wbo want an end 
to a law restricting demonstra- 
tions and a temporary pa r lia m e n t 
to replace the exwring one before 
elections promised for July- 


He and another top candidate, 
Yannis Alevras, a Socialist and 
former speaker of parliament, 
had failed to win the required 180 
votes, or three-fifths majority, to 
win daring the first round of 
voting Monday. 

Alevras won 125 votes on Fri- 
day while a Communist candi- 
date, Constantine Despoto- 
poulos, won 21. One deputy ab- 
stained from voting. 

Caramanlis, 83, returns to the 
post which he established and 
held from 1980 to 1985. He was 
backed by the ruling conservative 


party’s 150 deputies, a centre- 
right party’s lone deputy, and two 
“representatives of the Muslim 
minority in northern Greece.” 

Premier Constantine Mitstota- 
kis, whose government is beset by 
Ugh inflation and rising deficits, 
expressed satisfaction with Cara- 
manlis's election. 

“With the great respect be en- 
joys both at home and abroad, 
Carqpianhs will help the country 
at tins time of crisis,” hfitstotalris 
said. “Caramanlis is a national 
personality above the parties, and 
he is called on to offer his services 
to all the country’s people.” 


Cuba reinforces defences 
during U.S. exercises 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Cuba 
has deployed troops around the 
U.S. naval base at Guantanamo 
Bay, in case American troops 
* conducting military exercises 
there mount an invasion, the gov- 
ernment said. 

The Cuban News Agency Pre- 
nsa Latina said Cuba’s “Opera- 
tion Shield” includes a land de- 
fence deployment around the 
base aimed at repelling a U.S. 
incursion. 

“There is an energetic move- 
ment of defence forces,” the 
news agency said in a dispatch 
from Havana, the Cuban capital. 

The deployment includes a 
squad of armoured cars, artillery 
units, a squadron of tanks, and 
an anti-aircraft unit mamwl ex- 


One U.S. military exercise cal- 
led involves about 3,000 troops in 
addition to American forces reg- 
ularly stationed at the Guantana- 
mo Base, the dispatch said. 

The United States also is hold- 
ing an exercise named “Global 
Shield” on the American main- 
land and another called “Ocean 
Venture” in the area around 
Puerto Rico. Those two exercises 
involve a total of 15,000 to 20,000 
soldiers, the dispatch said. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Adam Sbub de- 
nied the United States was plan- 
ning an attack against President 
Fidel Castro’s Communist gov- 


Fide! Castro’s Communist gov- 
ernment. 

“The report of a U.S. attack on 
Cuba is totally false and is in- 
tended to distract the attention of 


clusively by women, according to. .the Cuban people on the repl 
the dispatch monitored in Mexico .difficulties the country is farina.” 
City. Shub said. 

Patriarch of Ukraine becomes 
acting head of Russian Church 
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Vietnamese refugees tana overcrowded boat s&H the Sontfa China Sea 

1 

Boat people-15 years on, the problem is worse 


HONG KONG (R) — Fifteen 
years after images of Vietnamese 
.boat people fleeing their home- 
land first shocked the worid, the 
problem is worse th™ ever. 

Most of the early refugees were 

resettled qukUym a sympathetic 

West, but Sooth East Asian coun- 
tries are still grappling with the 
problem with little prospect of a 
solution. 

“It’s an appalling phrase, but 
there’s only one way to describe it 

— compassion fatigue. Major re- 
settlement countries like tile Un- 
ited States, France, Britain, Ao- 

i stralia and Canada have had 
enough,” said a senior diplomat 
with long experience of the issue. 

’The only way open to these 
people now is to go bade. Mean- 
while the South East Asian coun- 
tries are caught in the middle," 
he 

Thousands of Vietnamese are 
still streaming out of the country 

— Indonesia has taken 5,000 
since January, just over 1,400 
have arrived in Hong Kong and 
3,900 have reached Thailand. 


Car bomb 
kills 5 in 
Colombia 

BOGOTA (R) — A car bomb 
destroyed a supermarket Thurs- 
day night, kflhng five people and 
| wounding 23 in an attack which 
could signal a new fiend between 
powerful Colombian cocaine car- 
tels. 

The 100-ldlogranune bomb rip- 
ped through central Cali, 300 
kilometres southwest of Bogota, 
destroying the La Rebaja super- 
market and damaging 20 shops 
and houses, a police spokesman 
said. 

Dozens of branches of La Re- 
baja, a national chain, were 1 
attacked daring a bloody fend i 
between the Medellin and Cali 
cocaine cartels from 1987 to 1989. , 

The chain has been linked in 
published accounts to Gilberto 
Rodriguez Orejnela, also known 
as “the chess player," the reputed 
head of the Cali cartel. 


Hong Kong now has 54,000 in 
camps and detention centres, 
Thailand more than 15,000, the 
Phflrppiiies 26,000 and Malaysia, 
which luu 20,000 Vietnamese, is 
now reported to be pushing boats 
away. 

Robert Van Leeuwen, United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees chief in Hong Kong, 
said although arrivals in the col- 
ony were down 66 per cent over 
the same period last year, the 
overall arrival rate for the region 
was only 15 per cent lower. 

International efforts to reach a 
solution over the years have 
achieved mixed results. The 1979 
Geneva co n fe ren ce adopted the 
first asylum policy which initially 
worked well, with South East 
Asian countries giving asylum to 
arrivals on the basis of resettle- 
ment pledges from the West. 

But Vietnam’s economy 
plunged deeper into the red be- 
cause of a U.S.-led trade embar- 
go after Hanoi’s invasion of 
neighbouring Cambodia. A new 
kind of boat person appeared — 


economic migrants, mainly fro m 
tire impoverished north. 

Previous arrivals had been 
mainly southerners, many of 
them former officials and military 
personnel from the U.S.-backed 
Saigon government 

Last year a fresh international 
co nfer ence in Geneva adopted a 
comprehensive plan of action 
(CPA) under which participating 
countries agreed to screen arriv- 
als to determine their status and 
eooonrage chose rejected to go 
back under guarantees of good 
treatment from Hanoi. 

But the CPA is showing signs 
of strain. Diplomats say Malaysia 
is now pushing off boats regularly 
■and there have been isolated inci- 
dents of boat people being 
pushed off in Thailand, although 
Bangkok’s policy is to hold them 
pending screening. 

Malaysia's Foreign Minister 
Abn Hassan Omar Thursday 
slammed Western nations for' 


on the allegations that the boat 
people were being pushed away, 
instead accusing Vietnam of lack- 
ing the political will to implement 
frilly the CPA. 

Hong Kong, frustrated at the 
slow pace of the voluntary repat- 
riation programme under which 
just under 2,000 have flown Co- 
Hanoi in the year it has been 
ope ratin g, is once again poshing 
for forced repatriation. 

Hong Kong officials are ex- 
pected to press for regional 
agreement on forced repatriation 
at a meeting on the progress of 
the CPA in Manila i ter this- 
mouth. 

Many officials say the overall 
answer lies in Vietnam, with its 
legacy of more or less const an t 
war since the Japanese occupa- 
tion in. World War IL 

“If you can’t feed your family, 
then you grasp at a slender 


unwarranted and ' undeserved”! chance and try to gp somewhere 


criticism of his country’s role. 
He did not comment directly 


where you can,” said a Western 
diplomat in Hong Kong. 


U.S. scientists grow human 
brain cells in the laboratory 


MOSCOW (AP) — Elders have 
chosen the Patriarch of the 
Ukraine to head the Russian 
Orthodox Church until a perma- 
nent replacement is named for 
tiie late Patriarch Pi men, the 
TASS news agency reported Fri- 
day. 

Pimen, a monk who presided 
over the church during years of 
repression and a recent 
reawakening, died Thursday at 
the age of 79 after a long illness. 

Pimen had served as patriarch 
of the church since 1971, leading 
tens of millions of believers under 
a government that has been offi- 
cially atheist since the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917. 

Critics said Pimen was too 
much under control of the Krem- 
lin, but his supporters said that he 
preserved the spiritual integrity 
of the church in hard times. 

The Soviet Parliament sent a 
telegram, signed by Vice Presi- 
dent Anatoly Lukyanov, express- 
ing condolences to the church 
over the loss of Pimen, who over 
the years had actively backed 
Kremlin “peace initiatives” and 
arms control proposals. 

Radio Moscow said a funeral 
was planned Sunday at the 
Monastery of the Trinity and Sl 
S ergius in Zagorsk, 74 kilometres 
from Moscow. 


Radio Moscow reported Friday 
that the new patriarch will be 
selected within six months by the 
local council, made up of all 
metropolitans, archbishops and 
bishops, as well as representa- 
tives of the clergy and laity. . 

The church’s holy synod early 
Friday chose as Pimen’s acting 
successor, or Locum Tenens, 
metropolitan filaret of Kiev and 
Galich, the patriarchal exarch of 
tiie Ukraine, the second largest of 
the 15 Soviet republics. 

Pimen is likely to be remem- 
bered as a pious monk who com- 
plied with the will of Soviet au- 
thorities before rdigjoas tolerance 
increased under Soviet- leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who took 
power in 1985. 

“He was a product of his 
time,” said Alexander Ogorodni- 
kov, a religious dissident who was 
released from prison under Gor- 
bachev. Ogorodnikov has con- 
tinued his human rights activities 
and publishes the unofficial bulle- 
tin of Christian opinion. 

Pimen “introduced into the 
church the administrative style of 
party and Soviet organisations in 
the country,” practices that are 
under attack from reformers; 
Ogorodnikov said in a telephone 
interview. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Scien- 
tists have for the first time grown 
human brain cells in the labora- 
tory. 

"To our knowledge, no one has 
ever been able to grow neurons 
from the brain, probably from 
any animal, much less a human,” 
said Dr. Solomon Snyder, a 
neuroscientist at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, where 
the breakthrough occurred. 

The achievement, which is de- 
scribed in Science magazine, pub- 
lished Friday, has profound, im- 
plications for scientists* under- 
standing of the nervous system 
and for controversial U.S. re- 
search into the treatment of de- 
generative brain diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson's dis- 
ease with transplanted foetal 
tissue. 

Neurons are the cells that make 
up the body’s nerves, spinal cord - 
“^,.7 — TT 7* .7“ , and brain. They are different 

The two cartels, which together from other cells in that they 
supply 80 per cent of the cocaine normally do not divide. When 
used m the United States, clashed 
then over control of the lucrative 
American markets. 

A police spokesman in Cali 
said five .people were killed, in- 
cluding a three-year-old child, 
and 23 injured in the Mast. No 
one claimed responsibility. 

Firefighters tackled a blaze 
which raged through the super- 
market. Eleccridty in the area 
was cot, locdl radio said. 

Violence has swept Colombia 
since a tentative truce between 
the drug baroos and, the govern- 
ment broke down in late March 
and the drug traffickers declared 
a new offensive. 

The violence as focused on 
Medellin, headquarters of the 
most powerful cocaine cartel, 
where 30 people have been killed 
in two car bomb blasts and about 
30 policemen shot dead in the 
past month. 

The attacks spread to Cab 
Wednesday when four policemen 
were injured in a bomb blast at a 
police station. 

Police also blame drug barons 
for the murder of two leftist 
presidential candidates assassin- 
ated since March although the 
drug lords deny the charge. 

The government announced 
new measures Thursday to cot 
the risk of assassination for candi- 
dates in the May 27 presidential 
election. It increased television 
and radio time for the four lead- 
ing candidates and said it would 
give money to each candidate to 
pay for newspaper advertising 
and transport. 


cells do not divide, new cells 
cannot grow to replace those that 
are dead or damaged. 

“The problem with neurons is 
that they can’t divide. By defini- 
tion , growing tissue in culture 
means the cells divide. Now we 
have them living in a laboratory 
culture,” Snyder said. 

The discovery could help scien- 
tists to explore using cultured 
cells in transplants. 

Some scientists have been ex- 
ploring transplants of brain tissue 
from aborted foetuses as a treat- 
ment for such diseases as .Parkin- 
son’s. 

But, in a move that outraged 
the U.S. scientific community, 
the U.S. government has banned 
federal funding for such research, 
arguing that it would promote 
abortions. 

“In principle, anything that 
one could do with a foetal tissue 
transplant, one could do with this 
just as well if not better,” Snyder 
said. 


The Johns Hopkins researchers 
already are collaborating with 
transplant experts, designing new 
experiments, he said. 

The researchers obtained the 
cells for their culture from die 
brain of a patient undergoing 
surgery for the treatment of un- 
controllable seizures. 

Cells from the patient’s cere- 
bral cortex, die part of the, brain 
that plays a key role in conscious- 
ness, memory, thought and intel- 
lect, were removed and im- 
mediately placed in a laboratory 
culture. 

After 21 days, two small dus- 
ters of the cells had survived, 
which the scientists then cloned. 
■ The researchers used various 
tests to ensure the resulting cells 
were representative of normal 
brain cells and then treated them 
with different combinations of 
nutrients and hormones to stimu- 
late their growth and develop- 
ment. 


S • Korea police raid morgue 
to seize worker’s body 


SEOUL (AP) — ; Police raided a 
hospital morgue to seize the body 
of a labour activist guarded by 
militant workers, but labour un- 
rest around the nation showed 
signs of easing Friday, reports 
said. 

About 600 riot police charged 
into the hospital in the southern 
industrial town of Changwon be- 
fore (town, took the body of the 
dead worker, Kim Young-11, and 
returned it to his family for bu- 
rial, news reports said. 

Kim, a 28-year-old labour 
activist at the Tonga Industry Co. 
in Changwon, 340 kilometres 
south of Seoul, leaped to his 
death from a two-storey building 
at his plant Thursday after dous- 
ing himself with paint thinner and 
setting it ablaze. 

Officials feared the Kim’s 
death might be used to stir op 
more trou bl e- Police m Changwon 
said their pre-dawn raid was at) 
■the request of the dead worker’s 
family, who opposed a large 
“political*' funeral planned by 
mifitant workers. 

Radicals in the past have kept 
tiie bodies of workers or dissi- 
dents against the wishes of their 
families or held large public 
funerals as anti-government pro- 


tests. 

The South Korean news agen- 
cy, Yonhap, said about 200 mili- 
tant workers guarding the mor- 
gue were overpowered by police 
melding dubs and shields. Police 
arrested 149 workers, it said. 

Widening labour protests 
turned violent last Saturday, 
when about 12,000 police 
stormed tiro Hyundai Heavy In- 
dustries Co. shipyard in Ulsan, 
the world’s largest, to quell a 
three-day strike, demanding the 
release of jailed union leaders. 

Workers of several dozen 
plants in Ulsan, an industrial city 
320 kilometres southeast of 
Seoul, and other regions have 
staged sympathy strikes. 

A local newspaper, citing an 
unidentified government party 
official, reported Friday that 
President Roh Tae-Woo will cut 
short a planned international toor 
because of the political and 
labour unrest. 

Although there was no official 
announcement, government offi- 
cials have said informally that 
Roh was p lanning to visit the 
United States, Canada and Mdc- • 
k» later tins month after a four- 
day state visit to Japan starting on . 


May 24. 

"n* Joongang Daily News sa id 
Roh will visit Japan as scheduled, 
but may cancel plans to make a 
trip to the United States, C-an»/fa 
and Mexico. 

The paper said leaders of the 
rating Democratic liberal Party 
have recommended that Roh cut 
short tiie overseas trip to have' 
more time to tackle urgent 
domestic problems. Besides the 
labour unrest, leaden are con- 
cerned at mounting public discon- 
tent with the Roh administration, 
whose popularity hit an all-time 
low of 12 per cent in a recent 
public poD by the ruling party. 

Meanwhile, Hyundai officials 
in Seoul said about half of the 
100,000 workers at their 13 sub- 
skHaiies in Ulsan were bade to 
work Friday. 

They add they expected Anth- 
er improvement in the dela tion 
after 27,000 workers of the Hyun- 
dai Motor Co., the nation** 
largest automaker, voted Friday 
to return co work Monday. Tim 
vote ended a week of sympathy 

strikes protesting pohcc action to 

the strike at the nearby 
Hyundai Shipyard.-. 






